Chg enero 2 


YEN AA 


TAA 


l 
il 
HANI 


oe 


ESPN hore Saga eat SIE Bade 


| 
‘| 
| 
i 
i 
i 


# Bi 
Oo 
babes 
Tea 
ek. 


’ et a 
db A dst ta 


oe 


nt 
Sei 


\ 8 


YH! 
ie 


ra, 


A, Patton 
hot 


Pi 


gi 


nw 
4 Pe 


ts 


ERRATA 


for it, muftdo ic at their Peril: It is not to be 
wondred at, that many Faults fhould €fcape 
the Prefs in thofe few Sheets, when all muft be 
done in Hurry and Fear. And therefore the 
Readers are not only defired to Pardon, but alfo 


to Amend the following Errata, before they per=- 


ufe the Book, becaufe they marr the Senfe, 
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26 26 | forqueftion mention 
27 «43 «read the Government 
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Ur Nation being fo Unhappy, that thofe 
who Write or A&t againft ic are Rewarded . 
and Careffed; whereas thofe chat Write or Ad — 
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Humbly offered to the Confideration 


5 quibus potior eff turpis cum Securitate fervitas,quain 
honefta cum pericalo libertas, iStam, quam magne ~ 
eftimatis, fortunam, ampletiamini, Ego in Patria, 
Lape defenfa liber & libens moriar: nee Wie Prins 
ejms Caritas quam vita relinquet, Vallas ad Brus 
pium. Buchan. Hif. ib. 8. Which'for the be- 
nefieof thofe that don’t underftand Latin, is 
Englith’d thus, / | 


ou who had rather like 
| Necks. to a Yoke of 
| than expofé your {é] 


Cowards fibmit your 
Ignominious Slavery, 
ves to any Danger in 
aflerting the Public Liberty ; Htige that For- 

j tune which you value {o highly: For my 
‘part, I thall cheerfully Sacrifice my Life to 
diea Free-man inmy Native Country,which — 
| [have fo often Defended: Nor will I ceafe | 
j to Love it, till I ceafe to Live: Wallacé to 

| Brace, when he join‘'d with the Englifh a. 
‘Sainft his Country, ae en 
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JOHN CARTER BRAD 


‘Ordinibus Regni, Scotorum gemits & lathentabiles querelz 


HE People of Scotland, moft Inftriows Patriots, like 
” Children ina great meafure depriv’d of the Kindne/s and Pro 
tection of one of their Parents, have reconrie to you asthe other. 
When one Parent is dead, or under a moral Incapacity of pers 
forming their part, -if the otber prove unnatural or negligent, the poor 
Children muft unavoidably be undone. The People of this Kingdom whom 
you Reprejent, have boen deprivd of the benign Influences of ou Kings 
thefe 100 years. Our Neighbours having the Political Fathers of onv 
Country under their Command, ave fo far fromleaving them at liberty to 
treat us as Subjects and Children, that they have from time to time made 
"em treat ws like Enemies; but never more than at prefent, as is obvious 
to all the World, to our great Lofs and Difhoneur. ay 
We have no other Remedy left us then, moft Noble Reprefentatives, 
but to proftvate our felves at your Feet, and to throw ou (elves into your 
Arms, as thofe vf oar other Parent, bumblyimploving, nay conjurbng you 
by all thatis Sacred, and by the Honour of the Scottifo Name, that you 
woukd not (uffer this Ancient and Gallant Nation to be fo much contemna 
and injur'd. We beg of you to confider how our Soveraignty and Free 
dom is violated, our Laws trampled-upon and our Trade interrupted s 


how our Brethren have been ftarv‘d and made Slaves, ony Colony deferted - 


and our Ships burnt and loft abroad; whilft ou Petitions have been yee 
jected, our Company baffled, our People famifh'd, our Metropolis burnt, 
and flames of divifrons kindled amongft us at home. We intreat you to 
confider, how they that ought in kindnef{s nay ingratitude, to bave let 4s 
had Provifions for our Money, whilfthey enjoy’d Plenty, ana ought to 
have protected ws with their Ships, fince me are under one Sovereign, and 
have loft fo many Men in their Service by Sea and Land, fuffered in to die 
for want 5 and would not let us have the ufe of curvown Friggots, that 
were-built at our own Charge. We malt beg youto take into your moft 
ferious Thoughts, How your own Authority, hath been trod under foot, 
your Acts violated, your Addre(s flightedy and the Company of your Effabs 
lifhment opposd and opprefsd. We pray youto remember. How Promifes 
made you to advance our Trade have been broke, haw thofe to our Company 
have been falfified, and how Engtifh Minifiers have had privzte Orders to 


att contrary eo thofe Promif s. Webefeechyonta remember, how a Petition 


for delivering from Slaviry, Gentlemen related to fo many of you? Fami- 


lies, S&C. was flighted and oppostd; How our Liberty of a National, 


Petition for calling you together, Mof Illufvious Reprefintativis, to ree 
drefs our Natigual Gricvartes was invaded and traduced, How Tout 
. f Meetings 


Meeting bas been unveafonably adjourn’d from time to time, tho the bleed- 
ing Hononr and Intevefi of our Nation call‘d aloud for a prefent Remedy. 
We beg of you with Tears, as you tender the Honour and Welfare of 
this Anctett Kingdom, to undeceive Hus Maje/ly, who by His Anfwer to 
our Commifioners feems to have been informed that your Sentiments, and 
thofe of the Nation exprefs’d in our Petition, would not be the fame. 
We hope you will confider the Difbonour put upon your Selves, by the 
effectual Anfwers given to the Addreffes of a Neighbouring Parliament, 
| Swhil/t Yours is unregarded and that you will affert the Liberties of this 
(, Injur'd Nation,againft the Infolence and Oppr¢ (fins of Ungrateful Neigh 
pours, Confider the Noble Atchizvements of our Anceftors, in defence of 
our Freedom and Honour. May it never befaid we ave fo much degene- 
vated as meanly'to part with thofe Fewels, which they purchafed for ws 
with the Price of their Blood. And much lefs, that thofe whe falfly re- 
proached us with felling onr King, fhould have juft grounds to tell us 
that any of our Reprefentatives fold owr Country. Let not this Nation 
that they could weverConquar by their Swords, be inglorioufly fubdued by 
their Money. ets | 
we mnft leaveit with you mo[t Noble Patriots, totake care that ro 
fuch Judas‘s bring a perpetual Infamy upon the Parliaments of Scotland. 
May the very afpect of your Angn{t Affembly prove their Bane, may it 
force them to confifs their Treafonable Crimein betraying our Blood ard 
Honour, may they afterwards go to their deferved Place, and may their 
Pojis be piltd with Honefter Men, | 
We muff in the lalé place humlly befeech you to prevent oxy being further 
-— Hapoverifisd and enflav'd, by a flanding Army in time of Peace.’ we 
| have the fame Love for our Country that aur Anceiers had, and. are as’ 
——- willing to defend it as they without mercineey Troops: Let us all be 
_  Aradand Difeiplin'a as they were, and then we [hall foon make good 
‘pur Motto of Nemo me impune Laceflers Our forefather sdid Wonders 
without flanding Armys, and that webave not lo& our Native Courage 
; | «Es evtdent from what.om' undifciplin'd Men did boto here and iv Ireland 
Rae = fince the Revolution. 
H Let not a Nation then who formerly [pread the Glovy of their Aims all 
over Europe be difpivited under the Bondage of a Foreign Court. Let 
| hot that Blood that formerly usd ta gathiy Lawrels in the field of Battle, 
| and rais‘d the Honour of 04 Country be fo prodigally {pilt in the Quar- 
| -vels of other Nations that make us {ach Ingrate{ul Returns. May Heav‘n 
|" Infpire your Aneuft Affembly with proper Methods to deliver ts from be. 
ing opprefs'd at home and defpistd abroad. May you be Blefs‘d t0 tit 
prove the prelent Oppertanity of fo doing which if loft the like ’s not to be 
againexpelled, and as you have bad the Honoar to begin ana advance our 
Deliverance, mayyou have the Glory tocompleatit, ana £0 render your 
Memory Sacred to allfucceeding Ages. 
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| INCE our Nation bethoughtthemfelves of advancing their 
, Trade, by the A& for eftablifhing a Company Trading to 


at any time fince we were ingloriou(ly betray’d by Balloo ic sant 
_*Twereneedlefs to offer Inftances co. prove this, had sve. ndt to 
do with a Sete of Men who having bafely betray’d:us, would wil- 
lingly bereave us of our Senies, that we fhould neither perceive 
nor refent ic. . le a ; | ‘ etic has fy 
. The Matters .of Fa.being notorious, ave fhall only mention 
them here with fome fhort Reflections, and take chem in order of 
time as follows. a aa 
; a Ne a sedi ip y hy 

, The Addreffes of both Houfes of Parliament in England againft 
our Act above-mentioned, was {uch an Invafion, as to which ic may 


bea proper Enquiry for our Parliament, Whether thofe Addrefles _ 


were not Conrriv’d and Promoted by fome about the K. as the laft 
Addrefs of the Houle of Lords was3 and whether any Nativeo 
Scotland was concern’d in,Contriving or Promoting the fame? — ; 


In che next Bree it will appears Thacthe Parliament of Scots: 


aed has as much Right co fignifie to the King by Addref{s or other- 
wife, chat the faid Addreffes were contrary to the Law .of Nations, 
and an Intrenchment upon the Sovereignty of Scotiand, as the En- 
glifh Parliament had to prefentthe faid Addrefs co him againft our 


.: They phae Advis’d the King’s Anfwer to the {aid Addrefs, ‘are 
guilty of fuch an Invafion,. as ro whicl.1t woyld feem that the Par- 
liament of Scotland have as much Right to Relolve, That. whoever 
Advis'd His Majefty to the, faid Anfwer, had done as, much as in 
them lay ro create a mifynderftanding betwixthimand his People 
of. Scotland, as the Commons of England had to Refolve fo upon 
His Majefty’s Anfwer to their Refolves about che frifh Forfeitures. 

, The Memorial given into the Senate of Hamburgh, April 7th, 
1697. againft our Company’s making any Convention or Treaty 
with chat City for Promotisg our Commerce, was fuch an Tnvafion.. 
This may certainly bea jaft Caule of Enquiry to the Parliament of 
Séotland;. Whether the (aid Memorial pies not a breach of thre Lane 
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Africa and the Indies, a greater Invafion hath been made 
uponour Sovereignty and Freedom, than hath happened 
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of Nations, fincethe King of England has no Rightto take Cogni- 
vance of whut is done by the Subje@ts of Scotland out of the Doe. 


minions of.Zagland.. If the Fa@ion fay he did icasKingof Scots,.. 


let them produce their-Authority- 

_ Inthenext place they haveCaute to enquire,whether theAflertion 
jn that Memorial, that-the Commi ffioners of our Company were no ways 
Authorized by His Majefly to make the faid Treaties was not falfe? 


And whether thefaid Memorial was not an’ a@ual Difpenfing with,” 


and aéting contrary to the Law Eftablifhing our Company, which 


Empowérs them toTreat for,and to procureExempti ons and otherGr ants. 


as may be convenient for Supporting, Promoting and Enlarging thei? 


Trade and Navigation from any Foreign. Potentate or Prince what{o~ 
ever, in Amity with his Mazefty. L 


- Te would alfo feém to be a proper Enquiry for the Parliamert of 


Stotland, Whether all the Dammages the Company has fuftatned by 


the (id Memorial,and other Oppofition made them by the Court; ~ 


Ought not co be made good our of the Eftares of rhofe who gave His 
Majefty thofe Advifes, and that in order thereunto His Majefty 
be Addrefs’d to know who they were; or elfe thac he would be 
pleafedo make good the {rid Dammages fome other way 5 for ef 
feGing of which Le ftands obliged by the faid Ad, to interpofe 
his Authority uponthe Publick Charge. pate 


Since inthe Clofe of the faid Memorial, His Majefty’s Minifters 


threaren the Aamburghers with the Confequences of a breach of 
Friendfhip and good Correfpondence with England, if they did 
fot pur a ftop to the proceedmgs of our Commiffioners in that’ 
City... This rogether with the before-mentioned Proceedings of: 
the Parliament of Exeland vives the Parliament of Sco:landa more: 
juft eround to Addrefs His Majefty to puta ftop to thofe Tarenct- 
ments made by an Englith Fa@ion (for we don’t chirge ft upon’ 
tlie whole Nation) upon the Sovereignry and Freedom of Scotland, 
than the Englifh Parliament had to Addre(s His Majefty againft our’ 
Act, ets sa 

_ Temay alfo deferve the Enguiry of the Parliament of Scotland, 
Why the King of Englana’s Minifters thould dare to have call’d 
them‘tlves Minifters to che King of Great Britaia in that Memorials 
which was indire@ oppofition to a Scots A& of Parliament and 
Lerters Patents Granted by the King of Scotland: Since our Coun- 
try isincluded imthe Denomination of Great Britain, and that His 
Majefty, as King of Scots, neither did nor could give them any 
Authoricy to prefent that Memorial, This deferves their Enquiry 
fo muchthe more, that by this means our own Authority and Name 


may always be made ule of againft our telves,-as it was in this 


Cafe, if care be not taken to’ prevent it; and befides, wtmay in 
fucure Ages be made ufeof asan Argument by the Englith ‘Hitfto- 


plans, co prove that the Scors were Subject to England, as their 


former _ 


; C3) 

former Hiftorians ignorantly made ule of iras an Argument to 
prove the fame thing, that iome of their Kings were. {aid to haye 
Commanded: over all Britaiz, by which no more .was meant buc 
that part of it which was Subje@ to the Romans, and. fecur’d a- 
© gainft the Incurfions of the Scots by Adrian's or Severas’s Walls. _ 
_. That che Company’s Addrefs of Pune 28th 1697. Complaining 
of that Memorial, and afferting like crue Scorsmen their own 
Right, and thofe of the Nation againft the Invafions of our “Neigh- 
bours, fhould have no Anfwer from the King rill the 2d day af 
Auguft after, deferves alfo the Enquiry of our Parliament; bur 
much morethat His Majefty’s Promife according ro the faid An-’ 
{wer was never fulfilled 3 nor a Declaration to Indemnifie the Haw- 
burgers againft thefaid Memorial Granted, by which the Company 
was{o much injured, and the Independency of our Nation openly 
violated. : 

Yee it’s ftill more to be wondred at, and deferves our Parliaments 
moft ferious Enquiry, Why after fo many repeated. Addrefles from 
the Company, and one from the Parliament it felf July 22d 1698. 
our Nation fhould be fo much contemned and injured, and the Au 
thorityof a Parliament which had been fo kind to His Majefty, 


_ fomnch trampled upon and undervalued, that the faid Memorial was 


fo far from being recalled, that Mr Stevenfor, the Company’s Agent 
acquaints them in hisLerter of the ath of Odfober, That the Engli 
_. theredid confiantly fay, the Company would never he-Redre(ed3 and in 
| hisof the 18th of Odfobr following, That he under flood by At. Cref- 
det the Englifh Envoy to the Court of Lunenburgh,that if the Memorial 
were yet to be given insit would have beendone; and that thefaid Cref- 
fet had Private Ordersto ad quite contrary to our Company's Ex pectae 
tions. This was fuch a black piece of Treachery, and fhews fo 
much Contempt of our Nation, and fuch Rancour and Malice a- 
gainft ic, that wecannot fee how the Parliament cin in Honodr to 
_ .themfelves, and Honefty to the Kingdom which they reprefent, 
| omit Addrefling His Majefiy to difcover the Authors of fuch per- 
‘micious Councils, that they may be proceeded againft according 
to the Law of Naricns5 or acleaft-to makea Refolve, That the Au- 
-thors and Abertors of fuch Councils, if Scotsmen, are Traytors’s 
and if Foreigners, are Enemi¢s to the Kingdom of Scotland; and 
_ «thacthe Company has a Rizhe of Rep-ilal again{t them and their 
| Supporters when difcovered. This may perhaps feem roo fevere, 
_ sfor which we fhall make no ovher Apology; bur if what followed 


-upon the Company’s reprefenting chis Information co the Lord _ 


_ Seafield be duly confidered, ic will appear that our Nation has no 

| ‘reafon to be much fofter in tlie Matter, for by that ic is evident 

_ that Mr. Stevenfon’s Information was but too too true, and rhar the 

dame wicked. Ccunfellors who had advifed that Oppofition, {till oo- 

tain'd the Afcendant; What elfe is the mcaning of the Lord Ser $ 
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Mintel, fw, 


trifling Anfwer upon the receipt of the Company's Letter with: 


Mr! Stevtnfou's inclos'd'; cou'd’any Man think that ‘a fufficient Ané 
fwer, that he could not as yet expect an opportunity of reprefenting 
the Matter to the King, becaufe he was fo very much, employ’d in the 
Affairs of his Englif Parliament : Had his Lordfhip forgot that he 
himéelf, as’. Prefidenc of: the Parliament of Scotland, had Sign’d 
their Addrefs 6 his Majefty to have this very Grievance removed, 
and did his Lordfhip think the Parliament of Scotland fo very cone 
temptible; that an Affair of theirs might not:find room’ amongft 
the Affairs of the Patliament of England? Did his Lordfhip never 
know'His Majefty go a Hunting ail that Seafon, and could not he 
have prevailed with him to have allowed a Hunting day or two, 
to confider of an Affair wherein the Parliamentof the 5 cotland was 
fo mich’ concerned? What pity ‘tis his Lordfhip fhould not give 
our Parliament an Account whether this Anfwer was made by him- 
felf, or pucinhis Mouthby fome body elie ro paum a new delay 
hipon our Company: rt a ie aa 4 
i *Phe Contémpr put upon our Nation in his Affair is further de-~ 
menftrable, from that continual Series of trifling wich the'C omp2- 
Hy; und their having no other anfwer co thofe important Letters of 
theirs abovementioned (thd chey wrote another to Seafield to put 
him in mind of ‘them, daed Fanuary 13th) cill the athof Febraary 
following ; and therihe fends tp them, “ that -he was commanded by 
$© His Majefty tb lec'them know that there being Accountsthat the 
*¢ Ships belonging to the Company were arriv’d upon the Coaft of 


America, and the particular Defign noc being communicated to 


$© His Majefty;: he theretore delays giving anfwer, ‘till he receive 
s cercain Information of theimSectlament. © ° ! | 
i Wrheever advis'd Hié Majefly to deal thus by our Company” 
took as little care of his Honour, as they idid of our Welfare: 
Such evafive and difingenuons Anfwers in a private Perfon woul 
have been cslitd by very:hard Names : What Confiftency isthere be- 
rwixt this Anfwerandthe Promife, made by the two.Secrerarles, 
the 24 Day of Augnj?, 1699?’ That he weuld order bis Minifters at 
Hanibursh and Luneniburgh rot to make ne af bis Name and. Authorivy 
for obfiructing our\Companyin the profecueion of their Trade with the Inha- 
bu! ants‘of Bat Citys* ‘This: Promife was abfolure, ‘and the Court 
fends ow charg’d by Me. Cre(tet, with giv:ng private Inftrucions 
tonerary to this, and o:her publick Promiles 5 yet tho His Majefty’s 
onour, and’ che Entereft ot Scotland be 10 much coneern’d, that 


‘the Seindai fhould be w ip’d off by a fpeedy dnd pundual perform- 


ance of }.is Promife, Hicre’s d new delay put upon the Company, 
dna Promife which wes abfolure before, How made conditional a 
Year and an half afcer, and before they are to expedt an an{wer 
whether it hall be fuifil'd or'nor : His Mejefty requires certain In- 
formation ofthe Collonic’s Sewtlernent, asi chofe pernicious Coun- 
PTR lo og ah eas RE herds vee fellourss. 
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Cah... 
fellours, who advis’d to this Conduét could think this fufficient to’ 
abfolve His Majefty from a Promife he had made fo long before, to 
take off the ftop he had put to their Subfcriptions at Hambirgh. 
But that che pernicious Counfellours defign’d this only asan 
amufement and delay without any defignthar our Grievances fhould 
be redrefs’d, will appear by thé Sequel: For after the Company 
had acquainted His Majefty with the Settlement of their Colony 
in the: Terms of his own A@ of Parliament, and that avery Loyal 
and Pertinent Addrefs was alfo prefented to His Majefty from the 
Colony it felf ; yet this Incerdi@ laid upon our Sub{criptions at 
Hamburgh was never taken off ‘to this Day, tho the Company did 
again prefs itin'their Letter to His Majefty 5 with an Account of 


their Colony’s Settlement :' nor had they ever any Redrefs for Capt. 


Long, of the Rupert: Prizes, traducing their Colony as a Company 
of Rogues, Vagabonds, and brcken Officers, without any Commif- 
-fion from the King, and that His Majefty would not own chem ; all 
which makes it evidenr that there was nothing of Sincerity in the 
Condué of thofe who were His Majefiy’s Counfellours, as to the 
Affairs of our Company. — Sea ee Ie 

This will ftill be furrher evident from the Preclamations pub- 
lifh’d againft our Colony in Famaica, Barbadoes, and New England, 
which were not only treacherous to the higheft degree, but fuch an 
Tnvaficn upon the'Sovereignry and Independency of our Nation, 
as ought not to be pafs’d over by our Parliament without a Prote- 
ftation againft them, and a ftri@ enquiry after the Authors and 
Advifers of them. Tal ayer \ 

That they are fullof Treachery and Malice agair{t our Country, 
is plain from their being emitted (as appears-by their Dates) before 
ever any Complaint was made againft us by the Spaniards, before 
we were heard what we could fay inour own defence 5 and at the 
fame time whilft our Lord Prefident and Adyocat were fent for from 
Scotland, to hear what they could fay in Juftfication ‘of our Cclo- 
ny’s Settlement. The Treachery isalfo plainly demonftrable, be- 
caufe the aid Proclamations were publifl’d withouc contulting the 
Council of Scotland, ard thac rhey were contrary to the folemn 
Promifes, made by the Commiffioners and Prefidents in our Parhia- 
ments from time totime 3 wherein His Majefty promis’d to encou- 
rage ard protea our Frade, af which thofe Proclamations are ut- 
erly fubverfive. phan, Egat ans . 
| Tf it be objeQed that His Majefty was obliged ro publifh thofe 
Proclamations ont of regard to the Englifh Nation and His Foreign 
Allies... We anfwer chat his Majefty by his Coronation Oath as King 
of Scotland, is oblig’d co govern us by our own Laws, and net by 
any Confideration of Foreign Interefts; bur admirting chat he ought 
in this Gafe to have giv’n the preference to the Englifh Nation, and 
his Foreign Allces: It will by no means acquit the pernicious Foun 
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as. 
fellors of Treachery towards us, fince the leaft they could havead- 
yis'd in this cafe.was, that we fhould. have had notice of fuch Pro- 
clamations before-hand, that we might have been upon our 
Guard, and have dove what we could ro:have prevented our Colo- 
nies being frightened or flarved from Davien; the omitting of 
which alone, had there been nothing of an a@ual concurrence to 
defiroy us, makes thofe Counfellors chargeable with the Blood’ of 
our Men, the Lofs of our Freafare, and the Difappointmenc of the 
juit Expectation we had from that Expedition. ay 
That the publifhing of thofe Proclamations was an unfufferable 
Intrenchment upon the Sovereignty and. Independency of our Na- 
tion is undeniable, finceithereby the King of England takes upon 
himfelfto condemn the :Subje@s of Scottand as Invaders of the Do- 
minions of Spain, and. thereupon forbids his Englifh Subjeds to 
have any Correfpondence with them, or to fupply them with any 
‘Neceflaries, which by the Law of Nations muft be interpreted an 
A&.of Hoftiliry, when done by one Nation co another. | 
That this being done by the King of Exgland is an Invafion upon 
the Sovereignty of Scotland, isevident, becaufe he hath no-righe 
neither as a Liege-Sovereign, nor Conqueror to judge of our 


AGions. Ifhe did icas King of Scots, then it concerns our. Parlia-. 


ment to enquire by what Law he coulddo it without their Confent, 
or what Scot(men advis'd him fo todo, and whether it be true what 
Mr. Vernon faid, That ic was done withthe Lord S——’s Privacy 
and Confent. | 

That the emitring of thofe Proclamations was a deliberate A@ion 
of the pernicious Counfellors, and full of Malice and Treachery 
againit the Kingdom of Scotland appears further, fromthe publifh- 
ing a Second Proclamation, Sept. 5. 1699, at Barbadoss, againft 
éntertaining any Correfpondence with the Scots at Darien, tho the 


~ 
) 


Lord Prefident ar@l Advocate had fo long before given in fuffictent— 


‘Reafons to juftify our: Settlement. This will appear yet more 
plainly if the Tencr of that Proclamation be coafidered, which is 
not fo pofitive as thac ac Famaicain condemning our Settlement ar 


Darien, as conrrary io. the Peace with his Majefty’s Alies, bur is _ 


exprefs’d doubrfully 5 Left the fame (hould derozate from the Treaties 
His Mayefly hath entered into with the Crown of Spain, or be otherwile 
prejudicial to any of His Mayefly’s. Colonies in the Welt-Indies. 
Whence. it isevident that we have a pofitive Injury done us, tha 
the Court could not be pofitive, but only fuppos’d that onr Ser- 
tlemenr might derogate trom his Majefties Treaties with Spain, or 
be prejudicial to his Majefties Colonies in the We(t-Indies. The 
Auchors of this Proclamation knew well enough the ftare of our 
Colony’: Provifions, and how fatal thofe Proclamations would be 
ro,them; and therefore no Are can palliate theit Malice and 
Papeacner ye! pL A MAA iG itd Phe d | 
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our Parliament are included, were not more proper to give His Ma- 


efly 


a7): 


That the (aid Proclamations were emitted witha defign to ria 


| our Colony is demonftrable from this, ‘Thac tho our Company 
_ typon the difmal News of its Difafter, did in a very dutiful manner 


peticion his Majefty, “ puchim in mindof the feveral A@s of Pat- 


| Jiamenc, and his Letters Patent, authorifing the Natives of this: 
_ © Kingdom to fettle Plantations in Afz, Africa and America 3 upon 
| © the Faith and Encouragement of which they form’d themfelves: | 
| “ into a Company, and had miade a Settlement at Darien, precife- 
_ ly according to the Terms of the faid A&ts and Letters Patent 5 
| © acthe fame time informing him, Thatthey had but too much 
© reafon to believe that the faid Proclamations had been of fatal - 


“ Confequence to cur Company and Colony 3 defiring that the 
effe& of the Proclamations might betaken off, atid that they 


- “might be fupplied from the Engiifh Plantations in the ordinary 
_ © way of Commerce. Yer notwithftanding all this Application 
_ theyhada meer crifling Aniwer returned them, and Couch’d in 


fuch Ambiguous Terms.as might leave room for farther trifling, viz. 


_ That we (hould have the fame freedom of Trade and Commerce with the 
| Englifh Plantations as ever webad formerly; which was juft none at 
all. So that this was nothing buta meer Evafion, and no dire& 
_ Anfwer to our’Companiés neceffary and reafonable Petition. 


Certainly ir concerns our Parliament to enquire who were the 
Anthors of this fcandalous Breach of Publick Laws, upon the Faich 


_ of which our Country ventur’d fo much to Sea, and by the viola- 
_ tion of which in fuch a manner the Sovereigaty of our Nation is 
trampled under foot, and we have loft fo much Blood and 


Treafure. / 

The Malice of thefe pernicious Counfellours again{t our Country 
and Colony, isfurtherdifplay’d by their doing all that’s poffible 
co preclude us from having our Grievances redreised; wehave in 
vain Petitioned the Court ever fince the laft Seffiohs of Parliament; 
and therefore had nce way left us but to Petition that the Parlia~ 
ment may meet againat the day appointed in. November next, that 
His Majefty may have the Advice and Affiftance of the Great Coun- 
cil of this’ Nation, in fuch a Weighty and General Concera. 
This thofe bleifed Counfellours are fo far from thinking fit to be 
Granted, that they Advife His Majefty co Adjourn our Parliament 
further cili the sth of Adarch following; juft when they heard this 
Petition was coming up; and at the fame time we are told,that His 
Majefty will Order the Parliament to meer. when be judg’d the” 
Good of the Nation did require it; as if any could be better Judges 
than the Nation it felt which proan’d under Oppreflions,and knew 
ho other way of being delivered from them; or as if the Advice 
of the Council General of our Company, wherein the Flower of 
our Nobility and Gentry, and a great number of the Members of 


% 


~ 


Sees 
jefty Advice in this matter, than an-Englifh and Datch Fa@ion 
mixt with fome Scotclmen who have fo little Incereft in their 
Country or Affection to it, asto becray it for Bread, or the Kavopr 
wf the Court. Thusthe Honour and Ineereft of our Country are 
ftilltrrampled pon. ‘, ichigiener ytiy A 

Tho thofe continued Slights andMarks of Contempt were enough . 
to have wearied our Company out, and might juftly have provok’d 
thé Nation to have taken other Meafures; yetthe Company out of 
their Zeal co the publick Welfare, continue their Applications ro: 
His Majefty, and fend up an Addrefs to him by the Lord Bafit 
Hamilton 5 wherein they acquaine His Majefty, “that Capt. Pincar« 
“ ton, Commander of their Ship the Du/pbin, being forc’d afhoar- 

« under the Walls of Carthagena; to avoid: Shipwrack. was with 
‘ allhis Company fome of them Gentlemen, belonging to the 
© heft Families of the Nation detain’d Prifoners, and inhumanly 
* us’d, contrary to the Treaties betwixt the Crowns.of: Spain and 
< Great Britain, that the Colony had in the Name of His Majefty 
“ and the Company fentto demand them ; but inftead of having it 
“© granted, their Meflenger was threatned to be put in Chains, and 
“ not allow’d to fee any of the faid Prifoners ; and therefore they 
“ thought themfelves bound in Dury and Confcience to lay their. 
«© deplorable Cafe before His Majefty,and for that end commiffioned 
« the Lord Bafil Hamilton, oneof their Number, -co.pre(ent, their 
‘¢ Addrefs to His:Majefty, and to give. him 2 further account, of 
“c their other Affairs, not doubting but His Majefty,, would cake 
« fpeedy and effed ual meafures for redrefling their Dammage, and 
« obtaining the Freedom of thofe diftrefied Prifoners. ; 

Tho this Addrefs, and the Calamities which our Nation at 
home, and Colony abroad labour’d under, might one would have: 

thought force Compaffion, and {peedy Relief, trom the Breaft of a 
generous Enemy 5. yet fuch is the continued prevalency of the per- 
nicious Counfellours, thac the accepting ot this ,Addrefs 4s put 
off; and by confequence the Redrefs of our Grievances, and the. 
Relief of chofé wretched Gentlemen, and others delay’d, on a, tri 
fling and frivolous pretext, “* thac the Lord Ba/il Hamilton had.not, 
‘¢ waired upon His Majefty, when formerly at London, had.never 
«< fince given any publick Evidence of his Loyalcy, nor acknow- 
“ ledg'd His Majefty’s Government. ‘This was above a monch after 
the Addrefs was fign’d, and muft #needs be taken, as the Coma _ 
pany chemfelves rightly underftood it to be a fignification of »His 
Majefty’s Difpleafure at the Commiffion it felf, which my Lord Ba- 
fil brought up: Ther: being no Prince in Evrope, bur would with 
open Arms embrace a Subje@tof my, Lord Ba/il Hamilton's Guay 
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and Charaéter, upon his return to hts, Duty, and prefenting an Ad: 


dvefs that own'd His Majefty’s Ticle and,Goyernment (if he had eyer 


actéd againft it) buc much more a Perfon of his high Buch apd 
ert, 


eee 


merit who wastever charged with anything inconfiftent with the 
| Duty of a Loyal.and Peaceable Subje@. Mi 
Ie would feem then fo be incumbent upon the Parliament of 
aes toenquire who they were that Advifed His Majefty to 
_ delay his Endeavours, which by Law He was obliged toexert, for. 
obtaining the Liberty of Cape. Piacartou and hisCompany, and the 
- reftitution of his Ship and Goods, though the Company had never 
| Addreffed him upon that Head: Te would, we fay, feem to be in- 
~ cumbent upon the Parliament to etiquire who ic was thac Advifed 
to the difpenfing with a pofitive Law, becaufe the. Commiflioner 
- who prefented that Addrefs, had neglected a Ceremony which he 
_ was by no Lawobliged’to perform, If the Nation of Scotland is 
become fo contemptible that its Rights muft be neglected’; and if 
the Blood of owr Uluftrious Nobility and Gallant Gentry be now {9 
vile that che omiffion of a meer Ceremony is thought fufficient 
 caufeto connive at Hoftilities committed’ upon our People, and to 
{affer Gentlemen related to the beft Families, of the Kingdom co 
-perifh in {Infamous Slavery It’s in yain’ for us to pretend tobe a 
Free Nacion: If wecannot haye fuch Injuries redreG@'d, we had 
as good fend our Gorohation Oath and Claim of Right tq His ‘Mas 
jefty of England ina Prefent, and tell him, rhat henceforward we 
Will become his moft obedient Slaves and Vaffals, and will hang 


Letter and Bow-ftring for thar end. elias) 

Some we know will obje& that His Majefly did not re‘ufe ¢o 
ro receive the Petition, thorigh he would not allow my Lord Bafil 
to Prefentit, and promifed, to receive Information’ of what is dey 
minded from his Secretaries ; andif my Lord Ba/il would give ip 
in Wricing ro chem what hehad to reprefent, His Majefty would 
give his Anfwer. to che Company. 1 Bhi Vinge oebacela es 
|” To which wecan readily anfwer, That this is the dire® Path t6 
the Tyranny of the late Reigns; which ordered that no Petition 
| fhould be prefented to the King but. by his Council} If His Majefty 
| uit appoint who fhall deliver the Petition, it’s all one ds it he 


Countellors to confider how they will feconcile this to thar Claim 
of Right, and whar an Anfwer they: will be able to give out Par- 
| fiament, if they think fic ro tell chem, that His Majefty‘s téloved 
1 Secrecary had formerly neglected delivering the Companies Peri- 
tions, on precence that he had’ not an opportunity of doing it, 
Becaufe His Majefty was fo" much taken up wich the Affairs ot his 
| Englith Parliament; and therefore ti¢y Had tid reafon co éacru 
him with any more Petitions, | | ey te 
 Befides, icis vifible chat this delay proceeded meerly from a dé. 
figniro ruin ourCompany entirely: It was known to: the Wo Id 
how mach they fuffered in their Repuration and Intereft, by: che. 
C ) 


our felves whenever he fhall be Gracioufly pleafed ro fend us a — 


fhould di@are the Peticion too. We would wifh the Pertiicious . 


. difafter 
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difafter of their Colony, which nothing in probability could re- 
trieve, without) the Countenance and Concurrence of His Majefty 
and Parliament; thisthe Enemies of our Natton were fenfible of, 
and theretore take fuch meafuresas procure us all pceffible marks of 
His Majefty‘s Difpleafure, and an obftinate refulal of a Parliament. 


By this Oppofition they had little reafon to doubr, that we fhould 
be fo baulked in the Profecution of our American defign, as utter- 


_Jyto abandon its When wefaw the Court refolved to thwart us in 


every thing relating to it, and fo unmerciful as to delay procuring 
the Liberty of fo many Gentlemen that were detained Prifoners, 
and cruelly ufed contrary tothe Laws of Nations. Chae aa 
From a!l which it neceffirily refults, that it’s incumbent upott 
the Parliament of Scotland toenter a Proteft againft this continued 
Violation of their Laws and Authority, and to enquire who they 
are that gave His Majefty fuch Council thac they may be punifhed 
atcording co Demeric. , 
We come next to confider his Majefty’s Anfwer to the Contents 
of the Addrefs brought up by my Lord Bu/l Hamilton, vi7. “ That 
*¢ he was refolved in the Terms of the Treaty, to demand that 
«¢ Capr.Pincartcy and thofe of hisCrew who are detainedPrifoners 
6 ar Carthagena be releafed and fet at liberty. That the Subjects 
“of Scotland fhall be allowed the fame liberty of Trade that 
others enjoy with the. Englifh Plantations 3 that it was his Refo- 
lucion to Promote and Advance the Trade of che Kingdom : 
And the three Frigats they demand, having been given by Par- 
liament for Guarding the Trade of the Coafts, he was not re- 
“ folved to difpofe of chem till he had the Advife of his Parlia- 
“¢ ment. : 
By this His Majefty owns that Capt. Pincarton and his Crew were 
detained Prifoners by the Spaniards contrary to the Treacy. Then 
what can his Counfellors in Scots Affairs fay for their not having 
Advifed His Majefty todemand him fooner, efpectally fince he was 
obliged to it by the A& Eftablifhing our Company 3 had the Zeal 
of thofe Connfellors who preténd to be concerned for the Well- 
fare and Honour of our Nation, been equalto the malice of thole , 
that Advifed His Majefty co iffue Proclamations againft our Colony 
in the Weft Indies, before he knew whether we had done any thing ~ 
in contraventionto his Treaties with Spain or nor, they would cer- 
tainly have put him upon demanding Satisfaction fooner for a manl- 
felt breach of thofe Treaties. This we conceive deferves alfo thé 
Confideration of our Parliament. ° . | 
In the nexeolace, by His Majefty‘s Promife that we fhould have | 
the fame Liberty of Tradethat others enjoy with the Englifh Plan- 


- tations. Ic is owned by the Advifers of ic, that ic was in His 


Majefty‘s Power fo to do, and that he might, Jawfully do fo, 
_which is a plain Confeffton thar we had a€ted nothing contrary a 
. is 


) \ C1) 
his Treaties with Spazz, nor to the detriment of his Englifh Plan- 
tations, and that the former Prohibition was the A& and Deed of 
| thofe Pernicious Counfellors; for had it been contrary to che Laws 
of England, or Treaties betwixt the Crawn of Great Brigain and 
| Spain, that our Colonies fhould be fupplied with Provifions, ee, 
from the Englifh Plancations, it had not been in His Majefty’s 
Power to difpence with it now. The matter then being fo, it con- 
cerns the Parliament of Scotland to enquire who they were, and 
| upon what motives they’ Advifed His Majefty to emit thofe Pro- 
¢lamations again fupplying our Colony with Provifions, ec. 
| Since iv was fettled in the precife Terms of the Act of his Scots 
Parliament, and his own Letters. Patent; and thar our Colony 
f had done nothing contrary to his Treaties with Spain, or ro the 
Interefvof his Englith Plantations: At the fame time it may be 


as alforhe Ship and Goods, are not reftored all this while? “And 
whether the promife of demanding them from Spaiz hath notbeen 
_ as ill performed as was vhat of recalling the Memorial at Hamburgh. 
As to His Majefty’s Promife of our having the fame Liberty of 
Trade to the Englifh Plantations as cthers have, itis worth the 
while to obferve the management of the Pern‘cious Counféllors in 
this point. It would feem they were fenfible thac His Majcfty’s 
Promife, if performed, might be of advantage to our Colony, 
_and would‘make fhew to the World, that he really Countenancéed’ 
-ourlUndertaking,and by confequence oblige rhofe that oppofe us to 
| greater Precautions; and therefore though this Promife was made 
us to calm the Spirits of our People, whom they knewto bein 
a general Ferment, they were refolved it fhould never be per- 
formed ; but howto bring His Majefly hand/omly off, was their 
exe Enquiry. This chey found a method to do, by endeavour- 
‘ing tohaye the. Parliament of England approve whit his Majefty 
| bad done againft our Company and Colony, and they thoughtno 
doubt, that His Majefty would be fuficiently abfolved, and the 
mouths of our Nation for ever ftopped, as having neither Cou- 
Fage nor Power to call the Kingdom of England to-an Account, | ~ 
This was in vain atrempted upon the Houfe of Commons, bug. 
carried at Jaft in the Houfe of Lords, viis & modi, yet not with- 
f Our a Proreftation againft ic, and feve-al fharp Speeches inveighing 
Againtt the Courtiers who had promifed-that very thing co thé 
| Scots, apainft which they were then foliciting the Houfe to Addrefs 
| His\ Majefty. | Ne ‘ ( 
§ . The Addréfs-it felf we fha'l view anon, after fame further Con- 


Frigacsthey demanded, which, he fays, Becaufe they were given 
§ by the Parliamenc for Guarding the Trade of the Coafis, he 
Bis refolved not to difpofe of till he have the Advice of our Parlia- 
Ros ee rn ee ee mR ment. 


_ proper for them to enquire why Capt. Pincartos and his Company, | 


fiderations on His Majefty’s Promife co dur Company,as ro the three 
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ment. Tris certainly aneffential pare of our Conftitution, for a 
King of Scots to Advife with his Parliamenc ; Why then was not 
the Parliament fummoned to meet fpeedily at the Companies de- 
fire, fince’ the Honour and Intereft of our Kingdom required ic? 
Atid we would willingly know of thofe that Advife His Majefty in 
Scots Affairs, whether they think the Parliament meant thofé 
Ships, when the Peace had rendred the Guarding oir Coafts unne- 
ceflary, fhould have been denied for Guarding the Trade of the 


f 


Nation, and che Coafts of our new Sectlernent at ‘Caledonia. And 


in’ the ext place we would willingly know of them why the Gran- 


ting of this necefflary démand fhould be deferred till the Parlia- 
menccan be Advifed with concerning it, fince the Granting of it 
in all comnion Interpretation, muft be fuppofed to be. accordin 

to their AQ, and why their Ad vice wasnot alfo ftaid for or defired’, 
before the emitting the Proclamations againft our Colony in the. 
Weft Indies? This is cercainly worth our Parliaments enquiring in- 
¢6.” Kor "tis norto be fuppofed char they ‘entruft' our Kings to do 
whatever Pernictous Councils Advife them to, againft the Inreréft of 
the Natiorand only to delay doing what is vifibly for irsAdvantage, 
rill hey have the confent of Parliament: Upon the whole ic is 


a a phe . 
demonftrable beyond contradiion, that they who have His Ma- 


jefty‘s Ear as to Scots Affairs, and by whofe Advice he has Gover- 
tied himlelf as.co.our Kingdom, defigned'no ‘good to cur Com- 
pany, Colony, or Country, ocherwife fuch reafonable ‘Requefts 
as.they have from time to time defired of “Ais Majefty, could not 
Kaye been refufed as they have conftantly been, in manifeft viola- 
tion of our Laws, and tothe irreparable Difgrace of our Nation. 
“This will appear convincingly to thofe that confider the Procla- 
mation iffued in Scotland by His Majefty‘s Order, againtt carrying 
ana Naional Petition for a Parliament im order to redrefs our’ 
Grievances as to Dariea,&c. The frivolous precexcof the Pernicious 
Counfeliors, that the fame, was promoted by Perfons who had gi- 
gennd proofsof their Affeciions ro the Government 5, and that 
they BE bad to charge rhe mifcarriage ‘of the Darien Colony, 
upon Proclamarions publifhed agiinft their having any Supplys 
from the Englith Weft Indies, whereas ‘ic was chargeable upon other 
Caules’; this frivolous pretext we {ay is fo'very’ thin, chat it may 
éalily be feen through, and was contrived “on-purpofe to draw a 
Vail over the mahifeft Injuftice of this ‘Proclamation, fo diametrj 
cally oppofite to the Claim of Right, on which 'His Majefty eccep- 
ged the Crown,, wherein it 13 exprefly declared, That it is the Right 
af the Subjettto Petition the King, and that ‘all Proficutions and Im. 
prifonments for fugb Petitioning, are and Were contrary to-Law. “Here 
is no exceptton’made of Subjects that haye not given proofs of 
their Affection tothe Government. “eis fufficiencif they be Sub- 
sacle, for certainly Pettioning in it felf infers an owning of the Gos 
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vernment ; but admic ic were fo thar the faid Petition was pro- : 
“noted by fuch, muft the whole Nation when injured in its Honour, | 
and Intereft, be denied the liberty of Petitioning fora Redrefsof | 
their Grievances, becaufe Perfons that are not well Affected tothe | 
Government, when they fuffer in che common lofs of their Coun- 
try, and likewife in their own perfonal Property are willing to 
concur with them, and to-prormote fuch a Petition? This is Doce 
trine fit for Turky, or for France; and indeed not digeftable there, 
muchiefs robe obtruded upon us. But the Truth of the matter is 
this,” the thifcheivons Counfellors were noc willing the Nation | 
fhould be acquainted with the Treatment they had met with by their | 
means, and therefore did not care to hear of a National Applica | 
tion for a Redrefs. RT Ss eo 7 
- But did thofe Gentlemen think we would take heir word forit,. 
thar the mifcarriage of our Colony was not chargeable upon their 
Weft-India Proclamations, fince they know they never yet fuffered 
his Majefty to keep his word to us, as is but coo too evident from 
the Hamhurgh Memorial, the {aid Proclamations, and other fteps 
of oppofition made to our Company contrary to exprefs Law? Was 
it not but reafonable rhen, that we fhould defire a Parliament to | 
énquire into the Matter, and examine whether ‘the Compasys | 
Charge be true or falfe ? Or when the PraGifes of pernicious Coun- 
fellors givesthe Country juft caufe to complain of Grievances, muft 
they not petition for a Redrefs, becaufe fome ill men may perhaps 
improve it againft the Government? We hope our Pariiamenc will 
think ic worth their while to enquire, whether chey that gave the 
occafion for fuch a Petition, or cthofe that ‘make fuch a Petition 
be moft culpable. : on pn 
Ay, butfays the Fa@ion, fuch petitioning isan invafion of his | 
‘Majefties Prerogative, it being he only who 1s co‘call a Parliamenc. 
To which we anfwer, ‘thac the Cla'm of Right fers ‘bounds to his | | 
P: erogative beyond which he is not to go, fince upon thofe Terms | 
he accepted our Crown; and that Claim having referv’d to the Sub- | 
je@ the Right of petitioning, the denial of ic is an Invafion of their | 
Property. Ard befides, tho his. Majefty only is to‘call a Parlia- \ | 
ment, it’s nor left abfolutely or folely at his Difpofal when. By the | 
Claim of Right he is obliged for the redrefs of Grievances to cag 
chem frequently, and to allow them co fic. So that the denying of | 
the Parliaments meérirg, and adjourning them from time to time, ' 
as in the prefent'Cafe, when the whole Nation complains of their 
Grievances in relation to their Colony, is another manifeft infra 
on upon the Claim of Right, which cur Parliament is concern’d to 
enquire into the Authors of, that they may be punifh’d; ocherwile 
our Claim of Righe will by degrees come to be of no more ufe to 
us than an Almanack que Ofdates ie meet en woo ide 4 i. 
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We come now to the Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords in England, 


concerning our Colony at Davies, which we think convenient to ine 
fert here at large. Fn 


London, February 13h. 


Yefterday His Majefty received the following Addrefs from the 
Houle of Lords. | pare 


[E the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament. 

VY Affembled, being according to our duty folicitous for the 
prefervation and Encreafe of the Trade of this Kingdom, on 
which the Support of your Majefties.Greatne{s and Honour fo 
much depends, as well as the Security and Defence of your Peo- 
ple, have been very apprehenfive, that the freps lately made 
towards a Settlement of your Subjetis of the Kingdom of Scot-. 
land at Darien, may tend to the great preiudice of this 
Nation, and poffibly to the difturbance of that Reace and good 
Correfpondence with the Crown of Spain, which we conceive ts 


‘very advantagious tous all: VVe have therefore taken the fame 


into our ferious confideration, asa matter of the yreateft Im- 
portance, and proper to be laid before your Majefty, as the Com- 
mon Father of both Countries. And as we are truly fenfible of 
great Loffes our Neighbour Kingdom hath fuftained, both by 
‘Men and Treafure, in. their Expeditions to that place, which 
we very heartily lament, [o we fhould not endeavour by any In- 
rerpofition of Ours, to defeat the Hopes they may frill encertain 
of recovering thofe Loffes by their further engaging in that de- 
fign, bur thatcwe fudge fuch. a Profecution on their parts muft 
end not only in far greater Difaporntments to themfelves, but 
at the fame time prove very inconvenient to the Trade, ana quick 
of this Kingdom. | 

On this occafion we huzebly prefume to put your Mazefly im 
mind of the Addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament, prefented ’ 


to Your Majefty onthe 1700 of Decembet 1695.:. In the elofe 


of which Addrefs Your Majefty will fee the unanimous Senfe of. 
this Kingdom. in relation to any Settlement the SCOTS 
might make inthe Welt-Indies, by virtueof an Ag of Pare 
liament pajt about that time in the Kingdom of Scotland, which" 
was the occafion of the faid Addrefs.. ~~ ‘a : 

And we humbly reprefent to Your Majefty, that baying re- 
ceived Information of fome Orders Your Majefty had fent to 
she Governours of the Plantations on thes Subjett, the idole 
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did, om the 18th of January lift, come to this Refolution, 
That Your Majefty's Pleafure fignified to the Governours of the 
Plantations,in Relation to the Scotch Settlement at DARIEN, 
_ was agreeable, to the Addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament, 
| prefented to Your Majefty on the 17th of December 1695. _ 
= And on the 8th of ths Inftant February, this Honfe came 
to this further Refolution, that the Settlement of the Scots Co 
dony at DARIEN is inconfiftent with the Good of the 
Plantation Trade of this Kingdom. me Be 

All which we humbly hope Your Majefty will take into your 
Royal Confideration, and we are-confident that Your Majefty can- 
not be thought too partial to the Addrefs of thw Houfe, if Your 


Majefly fhall in the firft place confider the Advantage and- 


Good of this Trade of this Kingdom, by the Prefervation and 
Improvement of which, both thefe Kingdoms, and all your ozher 
Dominions, muft on all occafions principally be defended. 


_ Ifthis Addrefs be not a manifeft Invafion of our Sovereignty and 
independency never any thing was; and therefore ’tis to be hop’d 
our Parliament, again{t whofe A& they have foexprefly declared 
themfelves, will proreft againft this Addrefs, and declare it to be 
an invafion of our Freedom, and fuch an interpofition in our Af- 
fairs as is inconfiftent with the Sovereignty and Independency of 
Scotland, -We have already taken notice that this Addrefs was the 
procurement of the Court, which fhews how fraudulently the per- 
hicious Counfellors have all along aed with us, and what our Na- 
tion is toexpect fo longas we are governed'by (uch Advice: Buc 
to come to the Addfefs it felf. , Sh i, a 
|. Iris evident that the natural Tendency of ir isto render our King- 
| dom fubje@ to that of England, anda plain Declaration againft our 
Settlement at Darien, or asy place in the Weft-Indies. — 
Ic is alfo plain from this Addrefs, that they prefented it on pur- 
pofe to defeat the hopes that we might ftill entertain of recovering 


our Loffes, by further engaging in that Defign; and that they have 


-taken upon themfelves the Lofs of the Blood and Trea(ure which 
we have fuftained in the We/t Indies, by declaring that his Majefties 
Pleafure, fignified to the Governours of the Plantations in relation 
tro our Settlement at Darien, was agreeablero the Addrefs of both 
Houles of Parliament, of the rqth of December, 1695.. It’s obfer- 


vable alfo, that by this Addrefs the Lords take upon them to fay the | 
Commons are of the fame mind with themfelves; which fince the | 


Commons feem to comply with by their filence, wants very little 
of a formal Declaration of both Houfes againft our trading either 10 


the £a/? or we(t- Indies: 
. Te 
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Ic.is alfoevident from, thts Addrefs, that they demand his Majefty 
fhould prefer the Advantage of their Trade to ours; fromali which 
togecher itsdemonftrable, that they have no more to do but to al- 
ledge any branch of our Trade they pleafe to be inconfiftent wich 
and difadvancapious to theirs, and fo may aclaft deprive us of our 
whole Trade: fince thofe who are his Majefties Counfellors in our 
Affairs think it fafficient ir eems to abfolve him from his Coronation 
Oath tous, or any other Obligation he is under to govern us accor- 
‘ding to our own Laws, if what he does apainft our Intereft and 
Honour be but agreeable tothe mind of his Parliament of Englands: 
Thefe things make ic evident beyond. Contradiction, that except 
fome {peedy redrefs be had, ‘* Not only our Company but all other 
< individual Merchants of this Kingdom, muft from henceforward 
« conclude that all their Rights and Freedom of Trade are and may 
s¢ be further violently wrefted out of our Hands by our Neighbours: 
As our Company well exprefs’d it in their Addrefs to his Majefty, 
Furte 28th. 1697. : : 
By thofe barefac’d and avow’d methods, the Conje@ure of out 
Company, in their Addrefs to the Council of Scotland of December 
22d 1697, hath been alfo too much verified, viz. “ That if effec- 
< tyal means were not taken for putting an early ftop to fuch ap 
* open and violeng Infringement of {0 folemn a Confticacion, ics hard 
<¢ to guefs how far it may in after-ages be made ule of as a Prece+ 
<¢ dent, for invading and overthrowing even the very fundamental 
** Rights, natural Libercies, and indifpurable Independency of this 
« Kingdom, which by the now openand frequent PraGifes of our 
<¢ unkind Neighbours feem to be too (hrewdly pointed at, and give 
“© caufe of Apprehenfions and Jealoufies, not only to our Company 
‘¢ in particular, but even ro the whole Body of the Natign in gene- 
‘6 neral. Itis no lefsevidenr, by thofe proceedings that the Aus 
s© thority and Credit of our Parliament is ftruck at through our 
«¢ Companies Sides: As the Company likewife truly expreis‘d ic, 
incheir Addrefsto the Parliament, uly 224, 1698. fal, Te 
And from this Addrefs they may as well forefee chat they are to 
expeét all the oppofition from the FaG@ion that can be, as they tor- 
merly predicted, but too late in their Addrefs to the Parliament —-- 
That their Enemies would either dire@ly or indirectly purfue 
« their Defigns of ruining all their Meafures. For. we miy aflure 
our {elves that thofe Perfons about his Majefty, who, were fo offict- 
ous to procure Proclamations againft our,Colony (when there was 
no fuch, Addrefs .to countenance their Proceedings) will not, be 
wanting to prefs his Majefty to oppofe us to the, ucmoft, fince they 
have been at fo much pains co procure this Addrefs, tho at the ex- 
pence of His Majefty s Reputacion,. who had promis’d us the con- 


traty ; This is but too,evidenc, from the Advices we have already | 
reéeiv'd, that the Captain of the Sloope who brought 2 of our, 


Colony 


“ 
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Golény fro Darien to Famaica, fince ovr repoffeffing our felves 
of it, was imprifon’d there, and his Veffel feiz'd on that Account. 

| We come next to the Caufes they affign for tints Addrefs, wx. 
That our Sectlement may occafion a breach of the Peace betwixe 
‘them and Spain, and be prejudicial to their Plancation-Trade. 
The firft they have no Caufe to fer, fince there is no offenfive 
and defenfive League *cwixe us and Eng/and, that we are a diflin® 
‘and independent Nation, and that they have {uficiencly declar’d 
their oppofition to our Setclemeiit, to the lofs of our Blood and Trea- 
fare; the fecond is frivolous and againft the Law of Nations, fince 
every free and independent Kingdom has a right co feek their own 
advantage without any regard rothe {ntereft of another, as much 
1 as two Freemen of che fame Employment have a righc to fet upa 
Shop in the fame Street, or next Door to one another, if chey find 
their account init. If ic were otherwife, the Englifh have as much 
j right to oppofe the old French Sertlements 10 the wefl-Indiés, and 
their new one at Mi/ifipi, as they have to oppofe ours; fo thae 
their proceedings againft us i this macter is a picce of the black ft 
‘Injuftice that one Nation can be guilcy of towards another: And. 
we wonder very much at ic, fince fome of their Council of Trade, 
who are amonpft the Chief of thofe that advile to this way of pro= 
ceeding again{t us, feem co place all their hopes o: Heaven upot 
Jaftice twixe Man and Man, and yet fcem to have no fenfe of Juftice 
betwixt Nation and Nation, 


We come next to confider His Majefties An{wer. 


‘His Majefties moft Gracious Anfwer ro the Addrcfs, was to this 
, Effea, Vi, 
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| the Houfe of Peers, in relation to the Endeavours lately 
ufed by fome of bis Majeftics Subjetts af the Kingdom of Scots 
land towards making a Settlement at DARIEN, i which 
they humbly reprefent to him their Opinion, that fuch a Settles 
ment is inconfiftent with the good of the Plantation-Trade of 
\this Kingdom : Is pleafed to let the Houfe know, That he will 
jalways have a very great regard to their Opinion 5 And to 
affure them, that he will never be wanting by all proper means. 


At the fame time His Majefty is pleafed to. Declare, that he 


dom of Scotland, and a defire to advance their Well-fare and 
Profperity, and is very fenfibly touched with the lofs His Sub 
| , 4 aM ct ys: peks 


IS Mayefty having received a very dutiful Addrefs from’ 


to promote the Advantage and Good of the Trade of England. . 


cannot but have a great Concern and Tenderne[s for his King- | 
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jetts of that Kingdom have fuftained by their late unhappy Ex- 
peditions, in order to a Settlement at DARIEN. His Ma- 
jefty does apprehend that difficulties may too often arife with 
ref[pett to the different Interef? of Trade, between his two Kitz- 


_doms, unlef{sfome way be found out to unite them more nearly 


and compleatly: And therefore His Majefty takes this opportu 
nity of putting the Houfe of Pcersin mind of what he recom 
mended to his Parliament, foon after his Acceffion to the Throne, 


That they would confider of an Union between the two Kingdoms. 


His Majefty is of opinion, That nothing would more contribute 
to the fecurity and happinefs of both Kingdoms ; and 7s incli» 
ned to hope, that after theyhave lived near too years under 
the fame Head, Jome happy Expedient may be found for making 
them one People, incafe a Treaty were fet on Foot for that pur= 
pole’; And therefore he does very carneftly. recommend this 
Matter to the Confideration of the Houfe. 
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This Anfwer is indeed fomething more like the Anfwer of a King 
of Scots, thanthatto the Addrefs of both Houfes, of the 17th of De- 
cember 1695. Yet the management of our Friends, his Majefties 
Counfellors in Scots Affairs, is {till obvious to our view, in this Ane 
{wer ; the tranfports of Joy they were filled with upon the receipe 
of the Lords Addrefz, difcovers it felf by vifible Ebullitions in the 
very firfi Line. His Majefty having received aVERY DUTIFUL 
ADDRESS, What pity twas that new Patents of Honour were not 
fent to.every one of thofe Lords that were for thts Dutiful Addrefs, 
But when ic comes to be weighed ina Scots Ballance it appears to — 
beundutiful tothe higheft degree. 1. Becaufechey take upon them 


_toadvife his Majefty to a& contrary to whathe had promifed to the 


Scots. And, 2. Becaufe inftead of owning him as an independent 
Sovereign of Svetland, they treat him like their Va, as he is King 
of Scots, by pretending ro dire& him in the Affairs of our Nation, 
where they have nothing co do3 and that alfo in oppofition to the 
Sentiments of the Parliament of Scotland, who muft rationally be 
fuppos'd to underftand the Intereft of our Nation better, and to 
confult it more, than they either can or will do. ) Y 
Certainly they muft have a very mean Opinion of the Wifdom of 
our Natioa, if they chink we can be gull’d with their precending 
tobe forry for our great lofsof Men and Treafure; when ac the 
fame time, they charge themfelves with advifing to thofe meafures 
which ccecafioned the lofs of both, and indire@ly threaten us (for 
we cannot incerpret ic otherwife) WITH FAR GREATER 
DISAPPOINTMENTS IN THE PROSECUTION 
OF OUR DESIGN: for juftification of which hey have 
> . already 
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already form’d their Declaration, viz. That our Settlement at 
Darien is greatly prejudicial to their Nation, and difturbs their 


offered to make the leaft Reprizal upon them for it, whereas they 
have commitred 2@ual Hoftilities upon us, 
_~ His Majefty’s declaring, that he cannot but have a great Concern 
and Tendernefs for his Kingdom of Scotland, and a defire to ad- 
vance our Welfare and Profperity, difcovers a Paternal Affection 
tous 3 butconfidering how he ts ¢ircumftantiate,is like to be of as 
“Title ufe to our Nation, asthe Affection of a Natural Father to his 
own Children, for whom he dares nordo any good Office, becanfe 
of a curfed ill-natured Step-mother, that has him at command: 
Thus His Majefty was gracionfy pleafed to grant us an A& for En- 
couraging and Promoting our Trade, but by the Malice of our 
Enemies, who have him in their Hands, was forced to Counteract 
it: Thus he has been pleafed again to promife our Colony the 
fame Liberty of Trade that others have to the Englifh Plantations, 
bur muft be forced to recal his Word, or at leaft to be worfe than 
this Promife, becaufe he is told that the Senfe of both his, Houfes of 
Parliament in England is againft ir. Tothefe ftraights thofe perni- 
cious Counfellors have reduced His Majefty 5 for though the 
_ FaGion will promife to fupport himrin ating contrary to Law, and 
his Coronation Outh, againft us 3 yet they willnot fufter him to 
_ do any thing againft what they are pleafed to call the lotereft of 
| Englani, but he is in danger of: being Lop’d off or Abdicated. 
They will not allow usto complain of our Kings when mifled by 
- Ht Council, or ro fay that by our Anciene Confticution, they 
_ were accountable to their Parliaments for Male-adminiftration, but 
- ftraic chey will burn our Books as Falfe, Scandalous, and Tray- 
terous 3 yet they themfelves fly in che Face of theic Prince every 
_ day, fuflerhis Adminiftration to be tamely Libelled, and his Pere 
| fon refle@ed on, in all their Pampblets againft a ftanding Army 5 
they will teli him tohis Face, chat they who advifed him to the 
| Irith Grants, had not confulted hts Honour——- —__ — —~ And 
that they who advifed him to tuch and fuch Anfwers, had done as. 
| much as in them lay tocreate a milunderftanding betwixt him and 
| his People. It we quote our Hiftorians, or Laws, for afferting thac 
§ the Supreme Power of our Goverament rifided formerly inthe 
| 'State-, who could difpofe of the Lives and Fortunes of our Prin- 
ces, they ftraiccondemn ic as Trayrerous 3 buc at’ the fame time 
they quietly fuffer Books to be publifhed, afferting their own 
Power of doing fo by their Kings, and juftifie che cucting cif of 
B King Charles the I, as Milton’s Works, and others: It their own 
Kings difpence with their Laws, and Invade the Rights of their 
B Church, they kick chem from their Thrones, and then tell the 
f World they have Abdicated; yet'at the fame tite they fuppore 
| “ha De chem 


Peace with Spain when all thiswhile the Spaniards have never | 


| ( 20 ) 

them in aGting Arbitrarily, and contrary to Law againfl us; and 

tell chem thac in fo doing, they a@ according to the Senfe of bok 

Houles. If we complain of Injuries done us, and Affroncs put 

upob us by aFaGion of theirs, in conjun@ion with fome ill Men ~ 
of our own, ftraitway we are accufed of refleGing upon the Hos 

nour of both Nations. and endeavouring to ftir up War and Se- 

dition, and Proclamations are iffued, offering goo/ for difcovering 

the Authors of fuch Complaints ; yet acthe fame time they fuffer 

us to be Libelled, railed upon, vilified and belied, and God him- 

felf and che Holy Scriptures blafphemed, in Villanous Pamphlets, 

without taking the leaft notice of it, Thus in a Scurrilous Pam- 

phler called, A Hiftory of Darien, we are bantered and laughed. 
at with Romantick and Foppifh Stories; in the Defence of the 

Scats Abdicating Darien, the Honour of our Nation is outrag’d, 
our Company belied, and Religion blifphemed ; yet the Author 

Rewarded and Carefled by Mr. V. n, now a Minifter of Srate, 

but formerly a Licenfer of Books, for taking off the Penal Laws, 


‘and overcurning the Proreftant Religion. 1a Villanous Lampoon 


called, The Pedlay turn’d Merchant, we are expofed to publick Re- 
dicule and Contempt, without any Animadverfion upon Authors or 
Publifhers. Nor had any of our own Secretaries of State the Cou- 
tage to take any Courfe with thofe Libellers, or to complain of 
them, thongh Appiication was made to them for that end. But 


_ if any thing be wrought to vindicate our Nation from fuch foul 


Ca'umnies, a grearér Reward is cffered for difcovering the Authors 
than was offered for apprehending fome of the Regicides: Pro- 
clamations are publifhed with more Zeal and Virulency for that 
end, than againft Poptth Priefis and Jefuirs, who «by their Princi- 
picsand Pra@ifes deftroy Mens Souls and Bodies: What eagernels 
did our Enemies at Court evidence, in profecuting Bookfellers for 
the Enquiry isto the Caufes of our Colonies Mifcarrying at Darien? 
Whac pains and expeénce to find our the very Porters that Carried 
the Books atour? VVhat illegal: and barbarous Treatments and 
Threacs did chey.make ufe of toa poor Fellow taken up on Sulpi- 
clon onthat account,keeping him Clofe Prifoner for a Week with- 
out any Oath agaiaft him, when his Wife lay-in in Child-bed, and 
and his Family at the fame time in a Starving Condition, having 
nothing elie bue his Labour to depend on? With what fury and: 
heat did they Profecure fome People in Z.eland,for but reading Ic in 
pub ick? And what pains ana expetice were they at to bring over 
a Scots Bookfe'ler from thence to witme({S againft another. Scots 
Bookfelier in Landon, that he had fent him a parcel of thofe Books? 
What cave 0. have extravagant Bail from that: London Bookleller 
and others? and what threats to ruin that Dudlin Book(eller, if he 
would notcentrary to Confcienceand Knowle:ge, {wear apaintt the 
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Scots Bookfeller in Lordon? and at she fame. time did pot profe . 
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cute Englifh Bookfellers that were taken up for actually felling the 
Books. And what pains and expence were they at co difcoyer the 
Author, though they had allthe Reaionin the World to think thae 
he was not within the Jurifdiction of England? and yer atthe {ame 
time they fuffer our, Nation to be daily abufed and ridiculed im- 
‘puié. Thefe things are fo plain and notorious, that the Faction 
cannot but think the World takes notice of them, and curles cheir 
Scandalous Partialicy from their very Souls. That pernicious 
FaGion (for ftill we would be underftood to be far from charging 
any thing here faid, upon the whole Englifh Nation) may very 
well remember, that they looked upon it to be a good fuftification 
of ‘their War againft Holland, becaufe the Dutch tefleded upon the 
Honour pf the Englifh Nation with their their Pens and Pencils, 
drew their King with his Pocket turned infide out, and h’s hands 
in his Breeches running after his Whores; and reprefenced the 
prelin Nation by their three Lions with their Tails cut 5 and fome 
{uch Device asthis (if we remember it right) Angli Cafiigati ls 
— trant non mordent. Is it not ftrange chen, that a Nation fojjealous of 
their own Honour, fhould fuffertheir Neighbou:s to be fo {can- 
daloufly revil’d in theirs 5 but fuch is rhe Temper of the high Tory 
Fation,and fome fneaking Courc. Wigs that are fallen in with them ,, 
in oppofition to us, that it feems they wou'd have the Power of 
calling Kings to an account, or cutting them off, appropriated to 
England-alone; the latter we believe our Country will. {carcely 
grudge them, fince they have been in the fo'e pofleffion of ix this 
Too years, and therefore have aRightto ic by Prefcriprion 5 but 
asto the former we muft beg their Pardon. By our Claim of Right 
it is poffib'e {till for our Kings co forfeic their Crowns by Malead- 
miniftration, whether they Abdicate or not. We were under ng 
_ obligation to mince the matrer, norto manage the Credit of Paj- 
five Obedience, and fave our own Repuration tor ating contrary to 
thar pretended Principle, by impofing a falfhood upon the World. 
We had no need to fay thac chart Prince had voluncasily rcfigi’d his 
Crown, when he was obliged to quit it by an Armed Force; 
therefore we afted fairly above-board, «ccord'ng, to the Genius-of 
our Nation, and declared he had forfeited his Right, by acting fo 
and fo, which being according to former Prefidents, may prove 
the way for; others to come:Whereas there’s no great likelihood of 
pur Neighbours being fo happy,as to have all their fucure Tyrants 
‘run away, and perhaps ir’s tor that reafon they are fo Ambitious 
to ingrofsthe Right of Lopping off Kings to themfelves 5 this we 
have the mere reafcn ro fay, fince they were fo mild in their Cen- 
fure tq Mr. Stevcns, who on the 30th of January defended thar 
Practife befcre them, and yer were fo fevere upon the Author of 
_ the Scots Enquiry, for a meer Hiftorical Relation of what Power 
our Accefiors claimed over their Kings, ie ia i 
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The next thing we are to ‘confider, is the Proje& of an Union 
‘ewixt the Englifhand us. We fhall not offer co ‘call in quefiion 
His Majefiy’s Sincerity in the Propofal, becaufe he made it former- 
ly, when there were none of thofe Controverfies on foot betwixt 
us; but we have all imaginable reafon to queftion the Sincerity of 
thofe from whom it came now, and to look upon that, and his Ma« 
jefty’s Promife of holding our Parliament in Perfon, to have been 
both of them contrived to gull and amufe us : The very making of 
fuch a Propofal, and the forwarding it, by thofe Lords that had ale 
moftin the fame breath charged themfelves with the lof of onr 
Blood and Treafure at Darien, and all che difappointments that our 
Company had met with, was enough to mike us fufpe@ thit no 
good tous was intended by ir. | They thac had juft declared our 
Trading to the Eafé and weft Indies co be inconfiftent wich the 
Tradeof England, were not like to come to any Union, that would 
allow us a {hare in their Trade, when they will grant us none of 
our own; yet ic muft be confefs’d, that we can never menticn. 
with Honour enough, thofe Noble Lords who witha Generous and. 
Impartial Juftice protefted againft that unaccountable Addrefs, a- 
bout our American Settlement: But toretura to the Union, the un- 
manly and feurrilous RefleGions thrown upon us in the Houle of 
Commons by tome noted Torys cn that occafion, are Indications: 
fufficient, chat fach an Union as they defign, would only compleae 
our Ruin: Burar the fame time we muft own that our Nation is 
eternally obliged to thofe Worthy Members of the lower Houfe, 

ho declared they rejected the Bill, becaufe they would for con- 
curin putting a Sham upon their Neighbouring Nation, chat had 
been fo much injured, and foebarbaroufly treated by the Weft - 
India Proclamations, ec. ! ae } 

Ic were eafy to fhew that an Union upon good and honourable 
Terms would be the greateft Happinefs this Ifland could enjoy, thar 
it would cercainly enrich and firengthen ir, and fecure our Religion 
and Liberties again{ft all Atrempts trom abroad and at home; thar 
it would blefs boch Nations, with an opportunity to rectify whae 
is amifs in their refpeétive Confticuctons, and make us the impreg- 
nable bulwark of true Chriftianity, and human Liberty; burfome 
thofe about iis Majefiy difcover fufhciently by their Condua, thae 
thofe are the things in che World they aremoft afraid of ; and there- 
tore think ic their Ince: elt,inflead cf uniting,todivide usjand inftead 
ofreforming to debauch us; Whar elle is the meaning of the prodi- 
gious increafe of Popery and ProfanenefS, and che perpretation of 


fo much unnarural,and formerly unheard of Villany in the Nations? 


Whatelfe 1s the meaning of ic, that foreign Proteftants were fo 
lictie care taken of arthe Refwick Treaty;thac fince the Conclufion 
of thé Peace, they have loft more than they did during the whole 
War, and are every where expos’d to be devour’d by the Papifis. 
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in France, Germany, Hungary, ec. wishout any interpofition in the 
Name of Great Britait. Whence comes it to pals elfe, that now, 
| when the power of thefe three Nations and Apolland are in the 
Hands of one Prince, the Hero of his Age, and the Reprefentative 
_ of a Family, that for too Years paft hath been the fcourge of 
| Popery and Tyranny 5 thatthe Church of Rome fhould fporc her felf 
- with the Blood and Mifery of the Proreftancs every day, and kindle 
a Waramongft the Proteftant powers of the North, when ic were 
_eafy for us, humanly {peaking, with the united Naval Force only of 
| Proreftant Princes and States to oblige all the Popifh Princes in Ex- 
yopeto come to a better Temper, in relation to their Proceftant 
| Subjects, or co fack Rome the Seat of the Antichriftian Empire, 
| make the Whore defolate, and burn her Fle(h with Fire. But inftead of 
- fach great and generous defigns, we are rendred uncapable of pro- 
_ tedting our felves; chat Popifh Incereft grows wichia our own Bow- 
els: Proclamacions againft Priefts are nor obtain’d without Sollicira- 
tion ; new Laws againft them are but faintly carried on, the three 
Nations are dafh’d one againft another; each of them fubdivided 
into Factions within themfelves ; and the endeavours of the Protef- 
tant Kingdomof Scotland to fetrle a Trade, which hath a promifing 
Afpeé for the Proteftanc Incereft, oppofed with more Vigour, Indu- 
firy, and Cunning, by fome about Court, than ever they oppos'd any 
thing elie; whether itbethe influence of fome Spanifhand French 
Gold, or the efieds of fome fecret and unknown Bargains, God 
_ knows: but wechink our Nation has very great reafon co enquire in- 
- tothe Caufe of it, and together with cheir Trade, co take more than 
ordinary care of the Proteftant Intereft amongft our felves, and 
not to fuffer this Kingdom to be a receptacle toany of the Priefts ba- 
nifhed from England. This we humbly conceive we are the. more 
oblig’d to look after, fince chat part ofthe Adminiftrationis wholly 
devolv’d upon our felves, becaufe His Mijefty,who is of a larger Soul 
than to doany thing thar looks like perfecuting people upon the ac= 
count of Principles, declin’d being any ways obliged to ufe force in 
matters of Rel:gion, by taking chat Article of our Coronation Oath 
which obliges himtoroot out Herefy,with an explanation; and therefore 
it 1s the more incumbent upon us co fee the Laws again{t Popery put 
in execution our felves,left our Lenicy cothem prove a Cruelty to our 
Country ; it being very weil known that their Principles and PraGifes 
have a natural Tendency to {ubvert all Civil Societies, which makes 
the execucion of Laws ayain{ft them a Profecution as necellary as 
thac of other Criminals 3 and fo much the more neceffiry amongft 


us, that ic is by theinrereft of rhofe of that Opinion, and of them ~ | 


that are a:ldiged.to their Superfticion, thar the advancement of our 
Trade is fo keenly and malicioufly oppes’d. 

Whilft publick Affairsa.e under the Influence of fuch Men as have 
teftified {0 much Rancour againft our Country, thoie Gentlemen 
nt wen who 
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who poke of an Union with us in fuch unbecoming Terms, as oné 
Civiliz’d Nation ‘ought not to allow towards another, need not 
trouble chemfelves with the Fears of our preffing tr: > It’s better to 
bealone, than with ill Company. How defirous foever we may feem 
to have been of a Union, our Neighbours may aflure themfelves that 
our Nation never defign’d to purchafe ic at the expence of their 
Sovereignty and Honour. Weare under no Obligations yet to 
creac upon fachdifadvantagious Terms 5 what we may be reduc’d 
to, when the FaGion begin thar War which Capt. Baber the King of 
Englana’s Sollicitor threatens us with, we cannor cell. We doubt 
not he fpeaks the Sentiments of the Courtiers that are fo much 
imbictered againftus; bur we defpife ic as a brutum fulmen. This 
they may be fatisfied of, that by propofing an Union we never de- 
fign’d ro become a Province to them, and to refignour Parliament, 
without a proportionable fhare of the Legiflitive and Executive 
Power, and of the Prefence of the Government and all its Influences 5 
without which the Union would make us worfe inftead of making 
us better. Nor muaft they think that we defign to, give up our 
Contciences to be new molded, according to the pattern of Da- 


. mafcus, or theit Pleafure. There’s no queftion to be madebut an 


Union without any of thofe Inconveniences might be effeded to 


- the Honour and Advantage of both Nations, were things in a pro- 


per difpofition for it; but if our Neighbours grafp at a larger G>- 
vernment than what they are already poffefled of, ics noc our In- 
tereft ro become the Subjects of it: Great Governments Jike other 
Great Bodies become unweildy, ‘and where one Mernber has tco 
much and another too Jittle,the Frame will quickly come to decay. 
Mutual Affection and an unequal diftribution of Advantages are the 
beft Cement of Civil Society 3 but where fome engrofs too much, 
and allow others too little, Friendfhip can never be firm nor du- 
rable. If they, defignto be our Maftsrs, and not our Neighbours, 
they may affure themfelves that our defign and theirs 1s not the 
fame, and that we fhall never unite witn chem upon thofe Terms. 

Thus we have taken a brief view of fome of the priticipal Grie- 
vances we labour under, asto our American Settlement 5 to which 
we may edd the difcourting of thofe who have fhew’d themfelves 
zealous for advancing our Trade, and the advancement and contis 
nuing of fuch in great Fofts as inglorionfly concur with thofe mea- 
fures, that are taken to ruine their Country. 

The great Difficulty lies in gewting thofe Grievances redrefs’d 
and in falling upon Methods to have the like prevented in time to 
come; neither of thefe are to be done without our Parliaments 
afluming to themfelves the Ancient Spirit and Courage of the Na- 
tion: if we camely digeft thofe Invafious upon our Soveraignty 
our Enemies willbe encouraged co go on, and if we don’e take 


effeQual meafures to reftrain all ftretches of Prerogative, we fhall 


Nee EGY OR Gee Ne 
unavoida’ly fall into, the Es of the late Reigns. The Invafi« 
ons made upon our Soveraignty and Freedom made by the Eng- 


will take care to afferc the Honour ot rhe Nation againft them, 
but perhaps there may be ome difficulty in getting proper Refolves 
taken again{t the lace meafures of fome Courtiers, in oppofition co 
che imtereft of the Country, fuch are the triffing and fraudulent 
dealing with us as tothe Aamburgh Memoria', the lke as to the 
Weft India Proclamations, the denying of the Companys reafona- 
ble Petitions, the Proclamation againft the National Petition, ce. 
the unreafonable deliying of che meetirg of the Parliament, when 
| the Honour and Intereft of the Nation did fo londly call tor ir, ae. 
| Te isnorco be fuppos’d that a Parliament who have retriev'd (0 
tnuch of our Ancient Confticution (that was Ufurp’d upon, or giv’n 


valeticy of the Cavalier Fa@ion in Charles T1.cimeé ) will be huffed or 
frighten’d out of their Rights oy the bugbear words of Treafon and 
Sedition; thofe are Crimes with whith Parliaments lawfully call'd, 
and a@ting wich the Conlent of the People, cin never juftly be 
Charg’d. Freedom of Speech and Debate in Parliament being retriv'd 
by che Claim of Right, Members who {peak freely for the Honour 
and Intereft of their Country are not now to be frighteri’d by Red 
Goats,and other Court Penfioners with the Ca/fle, the Ca/tle;as in the 
late Reigns. If any fuch thing fhould now be olfered, the faid 
Claim will juftify (ending the Propofers of it to the fame Quarters, 
By the fame Inftrument of Governriient of Claim of Right, we 
are alfo deliver’d from that overgrown Prerogative or Excrefcence 
of Tyranny, chat made it Treafoh to fay the King is accountable co 
his Parliament, fince a freedom from thofe incroachments upon 
the Liberties ‘of thé Subje& that the late Reigns were guilty of, 
are made the foundation of this prefent Government, and thar 
His Majefty accepred dur Crown upon thofe cerms in the Claim 
of right, promifing to protect us from the violation. of thofe Rights 
we therein afferted, and from ALL OT HER ATTEMPTS up- 
on our Religion Laws and Liberties ; all which were to no purpofe , 
and a meer empty piece of formality on both fides, if ourRepre« 
fentarives in Parliament might not freely remonftrate againft the 
breach of one or all of them,and ifupon obftinate refufal of redrefs 
| when fuch of them are vidlated, as cend to the overthrow of our 
Conftirution, they have not a right co berake chemifelves to the laft 
Remedy, trom all which ic follows as a atural Cottclufion, thar all 
thofe tyrannical Ufurpations upon the people,and {tretches of Pres 
rogative, fince King Charles che Il’s Re(torarion, contrary to che 
faid Claim of Right, are as fully abrogated as if chere were an Ex- 
prefs AG of Parliament annulling every one of chem 5 and His 
Majefty’s agreeing to thar ocher Claufe to procedét us FROM ALL 
OTHER ATTEMPTS upon our Religion, Laws and a 
gam i Ey. | gic 


‘lith,Coure, are fuch as we cannoronce doubr ‘thac our Parliament - 


away by pact Patliarments, during the frantick tranfporets and pre | 
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ties, extends tothe things now under Confideration; but more 
efpecially to thofe that have been made upon our Sovereignty, In-- 
dependency and Trade. 

His Majefty has no reafon to think this a Hardfhip or Innovation 
upon him, fince it’s evident from our-Hiftories and A&s of Parlia- 
ment, that our Anceftors did many times claim a much greater free- 
dom in relation to their Princes, than any thing here demanded. 
We know there were a Sett of Judges and Clergymen in the late 
Reigns, thac condemn’d this as Treafon and Sedition {rom the Ben- 
ches and Pulpits, buc withouta grain of Truth on their, fice, as 
hath been ‘ufficiently evidene’d, fince others had liberty to write 
and {peak as well as they. Sic George Mackenxy was one of the 
ableft Penmen on their pare, bur his Character anc Intereft are too 
well known in Stot/and to fuffer any man to lay much ftrefs upon 


whithe wro eon that head in his, us Regixm, or other pieces. 


His i; dixit muft not outweigh the Credic of all our Hiftorians 
andold A&s of Parliament in this, Matter, and fo much the lefs 
fince his wild Conceptions avout the form ofour Original Goyern- 
ment, as being an abiolute Monirchy, are fufficiently con"radided 
by Cefar Tacitus, and other contemporary Hiftorians. They do 
all of em exprefly fay, thar the Spaniards, Gauls, . Jrifh and Bri- 


tains, hed each of them many Kings, and in Britain particularly 3 | 


that Kent alone had 4 Kings, and that almoft every City had its 
own King. He defcribes Caffibelan’s Boundaries, and gives an ac- 
count of his making War wich other Cities: The Si/ures and Bigan- 
tes had each their own Kings; and queftion is made of Gethus, a 
King of Orkxey 5 all which proves the cruth of whac Buchanan allerts 
of our Anceftors, who firft inhabiced this Ifland, that they livd’ fie 
Rege ac certo Imperio per Cognationes tributim{parft , which tully over- 
throws what Sir George Mackenzy hath afleried.as. to our Govern. 
ment, being originally an abfolure Monarchy, and overturns allthe 
train of Confequences he would deduce from thence. This was fo 
muchthe more inexcufable in Sir George 3 that being a Highlander, 
he could norbut know that that manner of Government by Clans 
or Kisdreds continues {till in the Highlands 5 and that the experi- 
ence of all Ages hath made it apparent, that (generally fpeaking) 
they paid a greater defference to the refpective heads of their 
Clans, than to the Kings themfelves, and feldom fail’d efpoufing 


‘ their Quarrels againft their Princes; {0 lictle did a>folute Monarchy 


ever obtain in Scotland. This is fo much the more remarkable in 
our Nation, becaule the Heads of thofe Clars, Tribes, or Fami- 
lies, had noc their Original or Eftates from‘the Gitts or Patents of 
their Princes, on condition of Military Service, ec, as happen’d 
mm thofe Countries where the Feudal Law took place, and where 
Corquerours, fuch as Charlemagne, divided theic Conquefts a- 
mong{t their Captains, onconditicn of ferving them ta their Wars, 


GF Oiner oecafions ; and they again (uddivided treir Lands amongft 


7 their 


— 


Oe 
our Kings receiv’d their Power originally from thofe Heads of Fa- 
-milies.cr-Clans, who were in being long before the Feudal Law was 
heard of, which is generally agreed to have had its Rife in Lom. 


bardy, came from thence into France, was firft praétis‘d there by 
| Charlemagne, and brought into Britain by William the Corquerour. 


rate fome things from the Feudal Law into their own Cuftoms 5 but 
this is plain, if our Hiftories may be credited that our ancient great 
Families don’t owe their Original co our Kings, and thatfrom time 
to time, tho fe Heads of Families, who were our real Nobility 
(when the pompous Titles of Duke, Marquis, Earl and Lord, were 
all together unknown) chofe and gave Laws to our Kings, who 
withouc them could do nothing ; and whenthey aed contrary to 
their Advice, and the Conftitutions of the Country they were by 
them call’d to anaccouns, and dethron’d or continued in the Go- 
| vernment,as they faw caufe. Thisis fo plain from our Hiftories, that 
they muft have a very large ftock of Confidence, or a great fhare of 
Tgnorance thae will deny it. Nays tho we have the longeft, and 
moft uninterrupted Line of Succeffion, that any Nation in Europe 
_can boaft of 5 yee we were fo, far from owning an Hereditary Lineal 
| Succeffion, thac we regulated thar Matter from time to time as we 
thought fic, and never allow’d our Princes to claim our Sovereign- 
ty as their paternal Inherirance,buc as depending upon our choice 5 
_ and therefore fometimes eleéted them afreth, and at other times con- 
| fined their Succeffion,to make them fenfible that they deriy’d their 
Power from the People, which the prefent Parliament, when a 
Convention, have fo far gallantly retriev’d, as to make our fucceed- 
ing Princes uncapabl¢ of rhe Government, until they take the Co- 
-ronation Oath, which isa formal ftipulation with their People 5 
and that alone that confirmsthem in the Throne. From all which 
ic follows as a neceflary Confequence, that if our Kings violace their 
| part of the Stipulation, our Parliaments havea Right to pur chem 
}inmind of ic, and to demand a Redrefs and Security againft fuch 
| Practifes in time to come, which is ail chat our Nation requires in 
| the prefent Cafe. So much was thoughr neceffary co be faid for 
| Info: mation of thofe thar may perhaps be witheld from doing what 
| they owe to their Country, in its prefent Circumftances,: by a Cla- 


are the Aurhors of Our Grievances againft fuch as endeavour to have 
them redtefid. Malice it felf muft needs own that our Company 
_ and Nation have behaved themfelves with that Loyalcy, Modera- 
tion, and fteady Affection towards thae Government, inthe prefent 
| juncture under fuch preffing Grievances, and provoking Treatments 
brom the hands of the pernicious Counfellours, as befpeaks cheir 
_ due fenfe of what they owe to His Majefty King William, our great 

Deliverer, and fufficiently vindicates them from the ftain of alt 


cheir Vaffals, on condition of the like Service; but onthetcortrary, 


Wedon't deny however, that our People might afterwards incor pos 


f mcur of Sedition, Treafon, and Difsfe&ion, rais’d by thofe who | 


! fuch goily and ill grounded Reflections, , PAR ¥. 
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fr is abfolurely neceflary that our Parliament take into their Se, 
f rious Confideration the Scate of our Trade, with refpedt to 
our Neighbours of England and Fravtce. | 

Ic is very well known, and hath been hinted at feveral times al- 

ready, that upon the Union of the Crowns it was granted to us by 
the Agreement of Commiffioners of both Nacions, That we fhould 
be under no ReftriGions inmatter of Trade more than the Englifh, 
except as to the Exporting of Wooll, and fome few things of En- 
glifh Produé: Matters continued thus, without any confiderable 
alteration from thar time, tothe Adminifiration of the Parliament 
in 1643 and during Qlice’s Ulurpation, our Privilidges thar way 
were rather increafed than diminifhed; but foon after che Reftau- 
ration of King Charles U1, we were put under the fame hardfhip 
with Aliens, By the Act for Encouraging and Encreafing Shipping and 
Navigation; and the Ad for the Encouragement of Trade. So that 
we are much worfe created thanthe Irifh. This is fufficient to con; 
vince all Mankind, that the defign of the EnglifleCourc upon our 
Trade is not of yefterday, and thar the prefent oppoficion they 
make tous, is the effec of a premeditated Contrivance; againtt 
Which ieg hoped our Parliament will take ¢ffeQual Meafures to 
FOOUFE 8s Bs) | 

~ ‘Tr will be alfo proper for them to Enquire into the Gradual In- 
ercate of their Impof{s upon ovr Commodicics Imported into Eng- 
fard, co the utter ruinglmoft of our Trade with the Nacion, par- 


ticularly a8 ¢0 Our Linnen Cloth, which was fo much the mone 
unreafohable, thar ae the fame rime when this Additional Impofi- 
ton was laid upon cair Linnen, we were fo complaifan: to the Eng- 
slifh, as to concur wich them in forbidding the Exporcation af 
Vooll from Scotland, without Peohibitingthe Importation of the 
Weoo'len Manvfa@ure of England; fo that evéry one wears Engitth 
Cloth withour ay notice takes of ic by our Government, beciule 
they pretend it weyldleflen Hig Majefty’s Cuftoms if they fhould ; 
by this micans we afe ruined in oyr Linnen Manufacture, our own 
Woollen M. nufa@ure is perfe@tly ‘andermin’d, and we are notat 
liberty to’ Export our own Wool] neither. Fhe nee 
Tt would fem neceflary thet on? Parliament fhould make an En- 
quiry ‘what pafled betwixt the Lord S-——— and  Blathwait che 
c Fi tee el hee Ros Ber Ae ee ASS, catego tomer coh eames, Englifl 


| (29) | 
- Englifh Secretary of War on that occafion 5 what ‘Promifes his. 

‘Lordfhip made to Mr. Blathwait to hinder the Exporting of Wooll 

from Scotland, and upon what Confideration ? Whether there 

was any Bribery in the Cafe? Or whether Mr. Blathwait did not 
out-wit him in this matter, by making a fraudulent Promife, which 

¢__- knewhe could not perform ; to wit, That che Parliament of 
England fhould take off the Impofition from our Linnen, Thisis 

{o much the more neceflary, becaute Blathwait denied any fuch’ 
Promife to S. —— When fome of our Country mén, “Traders in 

London, went to him and told him of it, in order to have -had it 
fulfilled ; he anfwered them, that he only advifed the Scots firft co 

difcharge the Exportation of Wooll, and that then the Englifh 

might probably take off the Impofition on our Linnen, 

Te.were worth while to enquire if the Bargain had been real, 

who it was that Impowered S—— co trear of rat matter? And 
fince he had nor Wir enough himfelf, to cranfa& a thing of that 
Importance, why he fhould not have called for the Affiftance of 
others that weremoreCapable. => | 
Since we are fo treated by the Englifh Court, it refults naturally 
‘that we fhould difcharge their Woollen Cloth of all forts, and ap- 

ply our felves’to the encouragement of our own Woullen Mane- 

faGure at home, which will.employ our Poor, raife che va'ue of 
our Lands, and the prices of our Carrel. | This we have fo much 
the more reafon todo, nor only becaufe ic willbe a juft Retribue 
‘tion to the EnglifhCourt, who have not only ‘difeharged ina man- 
ner, our Linhgn Manufadure, but have fet up Manufactures of that 
fort of their own, and encouraged the Jrifh ro do the like, which 
muft certainly prove fatal to ours. | 

‘The Argument is alfo reinforced by this Confideration, That 

a great part of the Flax we made ufe of, was Foreign Produa@, 
which Exported our Money, and yielded us no great Profits 
wiiereas our Wooll is our own: And if the Parli:ment could fall 
upoh Methods to encourage the making of Bays, Kerfeys, and o- 
ther chings in aregular manner, arhome: It wou'd advance a Fo- 


reign Trade, furnifh Materia's for our Confumption, from curown © | 


Produ&, and {ave Money, which is conflantly Exported for thole 
things. i. ‘ 

We hope, confidering the outrage done to our Sovereignty and 
Freedom, by thg Englifh Coure, ic wil nor be an prgungne ct 


weight with a Sco fures 


e 


ts Parliament, that they ought to keep me 


— with them, fince they think, ic fo much below them to keep any 
“pith as.” : | | ; 

' The only Objedion of feeming weight that can be mace againtt 
‘thisis, Thatthe Englifh miy thereby be provoked to forbid che 


Importation of our Cattle : } | : 
not our of any refpedt ro us, that the Englfh allow that Importa- 
poke a Fut a ct athe x , ; x = - tin, 


Buc this is e (ily anfwered 5 That iv’s 
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tion, buc they find their own Accountin it, becaufe they buy them 


cheap, find them better meat, when fed, than their own; and that 
they eat up the Grafs which: their own Cattle will not touch, and 
by confequence would be abfolutely loft to 


Fleets and Merchant Ships fo well without ours, which puts them 
ina Condition to difpofe of their own Jarger Cattle for that end - 
But that which is an anfwer once for all, we do-noc in the leaft 
boubr, 1f cthofe of ourown Country be confulted, who have moft 


Cattle to difpofe of, but chey will fatisfieour Parliament, that this 


Odjedtion is of no weight; and we know the common Proverb, 
That Intereft will not lye. 


Befides, If the Parliament pleafes to take effectual methods to 


encourage our Settlement in Caledoniz, ard our Foreign Trade | 


elfewhere, we have reafonta expe@ (by the Bleffing of God upor 
our Endeavours ) thar we fhall have every year le(s occafion than 


other, to be obliged to our Neighbours for taking cff our Cattle; | 
and. fo much the lefs, fince we know now by Experience, that 


our own Beef will endure Salt fo as to make it fit for Sea: 
Itlikewife deferves the Enquiry of cur Parliament, Whether 


them, were it not for| 
our Cattle; and befides; they would not be able to provide their i 
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it be not proper to difcharge the Englifh from Fifhing in our Seas, 


Creeks and Harbours, which their Company, called by the Name of 
The Royal Fifbery, pretenda Right to, by a Patent from King Ch. Ul, 
who had no Power to. Grant ir, without the Confent of our Parlia- 
ments., The Englith themfelves cannot jufily find faule if we do 
this, they know their Selden maintained a Adare Claufum, againtt 
Grotinss Mare Libexum ; fo that out of there own Mouth we judge 


them 5 and we have fo much the more Reafon to dothis, becaufe 


of their late infolence to come into our own Harbours and Roads, 
where they fearch our Ships, and rake out whac they think fir,’ in 
defiance ot the Laws of Nations, to the great interruption of our 
Trade and the difhonour of cur Country.. Thefe things togerher 
with their prefling our Seamen out of our Merchant Ships in time 
of War, as if they were their own SubjeQs, are Grievances which 


we ought not to pur up, bur infift upon an effeGual Redrefs of 


chem, as being utterly incor fifient with our Liberty and Freedom. 


| 


} 
y 


Tf the Faction obj:4, that fuch proceedings may occ.fion a War | 
with England, we can {oon anfwer them, That ic is not the Englifh | 


Nation, buta Court-Fadtion fupported by fome hor headed Eccle- 


fiafticks, and their Superfticicus Bigotced Adherenes, that isarthe | 


bottom of this unheighbourly Treatment of our Country. Eng- 
land isa wife and clear-fighted Nation, and will never make War 
@gainft us upon fuch a Quarrel; their prefent Conduct proves be- 
yond contradi@ion, thar they have no, fuch defign, they difarm, 
inflead of putting themfelves in a Pofture for War ; and are fenfi- 


ble of the danger they are in themfclyes, from that very FaGion, | 
Fe al We ehh af chap 
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thae are now Oppreffing us, and therefore Will not intruft them 
| wich a Standing Army, nor Moncey fufficient to keep one on foot, 


So that we have fo litcle Reafon to fear a Rupture with the Engs 
lifh Nation on thacaccount, that we rather have caufe to expect 
their favour, if we imitate their Condué, and take the fame, or 
the like meafures that they do for fecuring our Liberty and Proper- 


_ ty, from the Invafions of Court Parafices and pernicious Counfeliors. 


We hear every day what brave efforts they make for advancement 


of their Trade, and pulling Arbitrary Government up by the 
Roots ; they are no ways afraid of telling their Kings freely when 


they are mifled, ‘and a& any thing contrary to the Honour and In- 
rereft of the Nation. They make no fcruple of Impeaching the 
| Chief Minifters of Stace and Favourites, when they find them 
guilty of any thing thar may be prejudicial to their Conftitution. 
They boldly order their Kings Speeches and Promife’s and their 


own Refolves upon them, to be publifhed to the Wor'd in juftt- 
ficatton of theic Gondu@, and make Laws to difable thofe thar 
have adependence upon the Court, from being Members of Par- 
liament. . Thefe and much greater are and were our Birth-Right as 
well as theirs 5 and it’s evident to the World we have much more 
reafonto affert and demand them, which will demonfirably appear 
if we confider. | | 


1. That fince the Unioh of the Crowns, our Kings prefer’ their 


- -Intereft to ours, in all marters relating either toChuarch or State. 


2. That ever fince that time we have nor been Governed by cur 
own Councils, buc by theirs,and with a pro{pe& of advancing their 
Tntereft, though utterly fubverfive of our own. 


3. Thatever fince then, our Intereft has been by ‘turns either 


Sacrificed by our Kings to them, or by them toour Kings. Thus 


King Famesl. and the two Charles's made a Sacrifice of our Church 
to theirs, and they in requital did, together with a merceniry Fa- 
ion of our own, make a Sacrifice of our Civil Liberty to them 4 
witnefs the great Army they furnifhed King Charles I. to carry on 
the Bellum Epifcopale againft us, and the Treachery of our own 
mercenary Tools at home, by procuring and agreeing to the 18t9 
AG of the Duke of York’s Parliament, which Enatied that al Fuil- 


| didlions did fo refide in His Majefty, that by bimfelf or bis Commi ffsoners, 


he might take the Cognizance of any Cauft, and decide it ashe pleafed. 
Thus King Charles 11 did a'fo makea Sacrifice’of our Intereft in 
Trade to theirs, by the A@s above-mentioned 5 and thus cur Inte- 


‘reft in Trade in this Reign has beenalfo made a Sacrifice to theirs, 


and their Houfe of Lords in requiral (wich the concurrence no 
doubt of many of their Commions ) have again madea Sacrifice ot 
/ : | "\us 


and Humours require it. ¢ yi 


- 


1 


4 / 

Thefe ching: demonftrate that we have more reafonto infift upon 
thofe above-mentioned Priviledges than the Englfh have 5 nor can 
we expeé to have our prefent Grievances Redreffed, or future 
Grievances Prevented till we obtain, if noc all, ar leaft fome of the 
moft material of thofethings, that that Parliament of England in- 
fift upon. ae , 

There ordering an Addrefs tothe King onthe roth of April laft, 
That none bur Natives of his Domisions,, Prince George excepted, 
be admitted to his Councils in England or irelond, is a Pattern fic” 
for our Imitation, and whatwehave as gooda Right to demand: 
asthey. None bur Scotfinen ought to be confulted with in Scots 
Affairs, for Experince teaches us, that fince we have had Secreta- 
ries of State, who Confult.Englifh Minifiers in every thing, the 
Honour and Welfare of our Nation hath gone Retrograde. Nor in. 
deed sit enough that none bue Scotsmen be Confulted in our Afe 
fairs; it’s alfo requifite that our Parliament fhould have the Chn- 
fing and Swearing of the Privy Councillors, as our Anceftors had, 
and a Power to call them oan Account, and punifh them for Male. 
adminiftration, The prefent Calamities our Nation groans under 
makes the necefficy of this more evidencthan ever, which if ob. 
_ rained, we might then have hopes thar the Addreffles of our Trad. 

ing Companies fhould not be chrown over the Council Bar, nor our 
American Sectlement oppofed, as if our Privy Councillors were ra- 
ther Chofen by a King of Spain, than by a King of Scotland; then 
might wehope that our A*cana Imperié fhould not be betray’d to 
our Enemies, and that the Affairs of ‘our Church and State fhouid 
not be managed by the Capricio’s of Favourives, Englith Courtiers, 
or Prelates, who improving the opporiunity they have to Debauch 
Covetous, Necefficousor Weak Miniffers, thar attend our Affairs 


ruining our Country.. That this 1s no groundlefs fuggeftion will. 
appear buctoo plain, if our Parliament think fit to enquire into the 
truth of that’ Repore, thac a Spanifh Confulat Zamaica fhould 
have generoufly rold fome of our Caledontans there, that we were 
betray’d by one of our Country: men that was entrufted with our Af- 
fairs at Courts and perhaps icmay. yet appear more plain, if they 
enquiie whether any of our own Secretaries knew of che Weft 
India Proclamations again’t our Colony before they were iflued,’ 
as it’s confidently faid the Englifh Secretary V — n hath grvenour, 
thas one of thei did. 
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fometimes ac the Court of England, make them che Inftruments of 


f 
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Cyc hips 
We have found by woful Experience, that ‘cis not fife to traft 
the Management or. Reprefentation of our -Affiirs to one or two 
Men, chofen ‘for that end ‘at the Difcre:ion of the Cour: of Exg- 
and} therefore ic feems highly neceff.ry that we fhould be re'n- 
vetted with our Native Right of chufing owr own Publick Officers 


jor Military without the Advice of the Council of Scotlatd , other- 
wife, fince our Kingscan now no more be faid robe Scorlmen, 1c’s 
2 parting with our Sovereignty, and lays us open co have all our 
confiderable Pofts fill'd with fuch Men as will certainly fall in wich. 
the Meafures\ of- the Englifh Court and Govern themie:ves, 


1ducated ina Country who chink it their Intereft co keep us low, 
and to thwart us in-every thing that our own Parliament and Peo- 


they are fo jealous of us, thartheyare unwilling any of our Coun-" 
try-men, though unexceptionably well Qualified, fhould be fo 
much as concerned in the Education of thofe Princes in whom we 
haveas great a Righc.as they. Thus they removed a Scois Gen- 
tleman of the Name of Murray, from-hiving the Chargeof Ch, 


the Firft’s Education, fearing he mighthave inclined himto Presby- 
tery, and thereupon made him fuch a Bigot the other way, that 
he himfelf and the three Nacions had occafion afterwards to be- 
wailit in Tears of Blood; Ics wellenough known what atremots 
of the-like Narure have lately been made upon the Duke of Glocefter. 
Beciufe under she Condu@ of a Scotfman, choush a Bilhop, 
whofe Order we have thoughe fie to Abolifh inour Nation, If our 
Parliament fhould infift upon the having che Nominacion of our 
Privy-Council, a3 it’sno more than otir Birth-right, fo it’s no 
more than what (is Majefty in effe@ Granted co our Neighbours in 
England, whenhe fubmitted the Liftot his ficft Councillors to the 
Judgment of their Convention Parliament. , , 

' The next ching we fhall propofe co Confideration, is hata Re- 
ftraine, if poffible, might be laid upon the Creation of Lords. 
‘As it’s only Verrue thac can truly make Noble, fo Acvancementto 
the Degree of Nobiliry ough: only to be the Reward of Vertue. 
Hie’s an unreafonable thing the Power of making Heredicary 
Law-givers to’ our Nation, fhould be ac the fole difpofal of our 
Princes who are now Kingsof Exgland, and by chac means have an 
opportunity of ftrenchening an Englifh FaQion amongus, by con- 
ferring Peerage, or the higher Degrees of ic upod Ambitious Pere 
fons who devotethemfelves co their Intereft, and perhaps are Ad- 
vanced for no other Meric fometimes, but for having been Minifters 
to their impure Pleafures,or Inftrumencs of Tyranny s Waac pity 


PNobdle wichouta Pacene (as being the Heads of Ancient and Greac 
cl E Families) 


our felves, or at leaft that none be advanced to Pofts either Cvil | 


wholly by the Di@aces of Princes, thie muft now of necedity be » 


Iple chink moft conducible to our Honour and Advantage, Nay, , 


is ic thae the Illuftrious Nobility of Scotland, many ot whom are _ 
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Families) fhould be mixt with tuch a bafe Alloy. It would cer- 
tainly redound much to the Honour of the Nation, and much ine 
hance the value of the prefenc Nobility, if none were admicced into 
their Rank buc with Confenr of Parliament, and on the account of 
true Merit. What picy is it that the Freedom and Honour of a 
Country fhould be endangered by fuch an Hereditary Power of 


Legiflation, when Experience fhews us but too often that Wiidom 


and Vertue is not Encail’d upon the Poftericy of Nobles more than 
others. : 

We come next to propofe the State of our Trade with Frazce, 
The Jofs of our Ancient Alliance with that Famous and Great King- 


dom, and of the Honourable and Advantagious Priviledges we ‘| 


‘enjoyed there y is one of the great Dammages we fuftained by the 


Union of the Crowns 3 neither our Princes nor our Neighbours have } 


theught fit co allow us any Compenfation for this hitherco, but have 
rather pleafed themfelves to fee our Honours and Priviledges chere 
gradually wrefted out of our Hands 5 fo that now they are brought 
ro awofuland final period; inftead of having the Pre‘erence there 


of all other Nations in point of Honour and Trade as formerly | 


we had, we are now, becaufe of our Union with Eng/and, not only 


deprived of the fame, but are in 2 worfe Condition than other Peos | 
p'e: Thus our Salt Fifh is difcharged there, and the Dutch have | 


engrofled that pare of our Trade, and fell them dearer to the 
French than we offered them, but could not be accepted, though 
at the fame time greac Sums of Money are exported yearly from 


i 
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our Kingdom to France for Wine and other Commodities, This | 


isa thing. that certainly deferves our Parliaments Confideration 5 it | 


ought tobe a Subje@ of Enquiry whence it came to pafs, thatthe 


Honour and Intereft of our Nation was fo much neglected and de- | 


‘{pifed, ashever once to be mentioned at the Treaty of Risfwick 5 
our Council and Minifters about the King ought to be examined as 
tothis matter, for we cannot think that His Majefiy who took fo 


much Care of the Honour and Intereft of the Litcle Principality of ; 


Orange, would, had he been put in mind of it, have fo much ne- 


elected his Ancient Kingdom of Scotland, fince he owes all his pre-" 


fent Grandeur to his Defcent from our Royal Line, ‘and his Allianee 
withic. This deferves the Thoughts of our Parliament fo much 


| 
| 


rie more, that we fuflain Affronts and Dammages by the Interpots-_ 
tion of His Majefty of Great Britain's Name, as is evident from_ 


- the Hambargh Memorial, the pretended Breach of Treaty with 
Spain, and the lofs of our Tradewith France; but there’s no care 
taken of our Intereft in any of thofe General Treaties. 


There’s no way of retrieving this, but by our Parliaments aflert- 
ing our Independency and Freedom againft allshofe Invafions and 
Negleats, and by making ic appear co the World, that we are {till 


a Sovereign Nation, and haye as much Right re costal our own 
Incereft, 


te without any regard to thatof Evgland, as they have to ad? 


raken off our Trade with France, and till we be reftor’d to our 
Privileges there, that we fhould forbid the Importation of Frerich 
Commodities, Wine and Brandy particularly, either immediately 
From Franceor immediately by way of England or Holland; and e1- 
ther content our felves with Ale, and other Liquors of our own 
making ; which might in that Cafe be made ftronger_ than ufual, 
vould confume our own Produ&, and raife the value of our Lands, 
rt the neceflity of Wine for Healthbe objeGted, the anfwer is eafy 5 
chat let us take all the Precautions we canto exclude it, there will 
always be enough found for that ufe: and befides it’s evident from 
ithe High Lands, and other remote Places of the Country, that 
the People are as ftrong and long-liv’d where they never fee Wine 
nor Brandy ; nay, rather more than in thofe Places where they a- 
bound moft. 

~ If this fhould be thought an Hardfhip upon Fami'ies of Quality, 
they may have an Allowance; or if we muft have Wine, it were 
more reafonable to import ic from thofe places that don’t impofe 
upon our Trade, than from thofe that do. : . 

Ir were alfo worthy our Parliament's Confideration, whether 
i¢ might not be proper to forbid the fending our Youth abroad ino 


§ Year, expofes them to be corrupted in their Princip'es, both as to 
Hetieien and Politicks; and alfo in their Morals by, fuch criff'ng 
Fellows as Muficians, dancing Mafters, and fencing Mafters: chit 
Hfort of Men live upon the Vices and Folly of Youth, andtherefore 
think ic their Intereft to nourifh their vicious Inclinations, and 
mnany times effed ic torhe ruin of their Souls, Bodies and Eftates 5 
fo that inftead of a weN accomplifhed Gentleman we have bur too 
often nothing in recurn for our Money bur il’ Principles, empty 
Purfes, and bad Morals. There was fome neceffity tor fending our 
young Men of Quality thither, duiing the Alliance berwixe us, 
fcr then France was like afecond Native Country so us; there we 
Bcnjoy’d a fhare of the greateft Offices. in, Coure and Camp, and. 
were diftinguifl’d from ail ocher Nations by peculiar Priveledges 5 
but now its quite otherwife,our Subjects, or ac Jeaft their Children 
Band Relations are denied the kreedom of Religion there, or to ree 
jfcurn home; but are barbaroufly usd in their Perfons and Eftates : 
mor is there any that have fhew'd them(elves greater Enemies to our 
American Settlement than the French Courr, who trom time co 
cime proffer to affift the Spaniards to drive us from thence 5 ard 
if fome People may be credired, the Opp. tition made to our Cos 
lony proceeds more trom fome private Ueacue with France, than. 
¢som any Dammage that may redourd to from it to Spain. 

_ We don’t mean by this that ons Noority and Geatry (hould he, 
Wee Brg aepriv’d 


fo by us. It would feem neceffary, that until thofe Impofirions b° | 


France, which exports fo much Money out of che Kingdom every . 


ST Se ee 


co travel, they. will be under no Tentation of heing corrupted by” 


_ have becn fo ungratefully rewarced. 


—gnore acprefenc; than whre we have now on foot. in Scockand 5 {0 | 


| (0.36; )) 

depriv'd of the Accomplifhmen's they aim at by travelling’ As 
for the Exercifes they commonly learn in Frances and the Acquifi- | 
tion cf their Lenguege, which is now. become fo’ much in vogue: |} 
We have a3 good an Opporcuniry as we can defire, of ereGing Aca- 
demies of French Proreftanrs toteach them; or of having them 
tauglir privately ar home under theGuardianfhip of their Relations; 
and then if our Nobiliry and Gen ry have a mind to fend their Sons 


fuch trifling Popifh Fellows, as teach thofe things abroad; they 
need not fay fo long in foreign Countries, and yetimprove them- 
{elves more by converfing with Men of Note, and obferving the 
Cuftoms. Conftitutions, and Produ&s of Countries, which before 
they had not time to do, becanfe of chofe Exercifes; andaboveall 
there ought to be care taken that chey be well vers’d in the Confti- 
tution of their own Country before they goabroad, of which na — 
Nation in Exrope has fo good and eafy an opportunity aS we have | 
by Buchannan’s Hiftory 3 ah Author fit to be read by all Rerions of | 
Quality, borh for Ornamentof Mind and Stile. If our Yours 
were taken care of in this Manner, and Solidly, inft-u@ed in the 
Principles of their Religion before they went abroad, they would: 
raife the Reputation of our Ccuntry, and nor be fo liableto.be 
cofrupted as now, being ufually fent abroad in their blooming 


- Years, when they are moft apt to be feduc’d by 11] Converfation 


As for the fludy of the Law 5> it's a fhame for our Country, thay 
from time to time hath had fuch famous Civilians, that we fhould 
nor have a Colledge for the fludy of icat home, which would fave | 
both cur Money and Repuration; fo that our, Youth that had a. 


-gnird to travel for further Accomplifhmene in it, needed do linle 


more bur vific foreign Univerfities. 
The next thing co be confide! ed.is, the relieving of our poor op- | 
pred and impoverifi’d Country, which hath fuffer’d fo much of | 


Yate (by the Jaftice of God, and the Wickednefs of Men) from 


all ‘unneceflary Burdens, amoneft which that of a Standing Army,” 


may well be accounred the moft needlets and infupportable; -and 


for keeping up of which, by the Advice of fome Couriers, we 


y 


That itis Upreafonabie {or us to have a greater Army in time of | 
Pexce, than we hed intime of War, cannot well be controverted 5 
and thatto keep ypa Standing Army intime of Peace is againft our 
Ciaimof Right, canas lictle be denieds Let us learn Wifdom of | 
our Neighbours; wefeethey who are neareft the Enemy, thatthe | 
Covitiers p, ctend tobe molt afraid of, have reduc d their Standing’ | 
Fercero Gurdsand Garfons 5 their Number jis little, if any thing 4 


that if we iheuld disberd accordingto thar proportioa, we fhou'd | 
nor keep che Min in Pay, for~Gyard nor — Garriion; - tor 
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I neceffity of keeping them up co overaw the difafteced Party; and 
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 themup, from fuch or any Foreign Confiacrations, we may aflure of 
MH our felves, that the pernicious Counfellors who put thofe things in 
f our Nation juft Caule of dilguft, and to demand thac they may be. 
 punifhedaccording to demerit: Therefore they think a Sanding 
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) any, Formerly they entrufted themfelves with their SubjeGs, 


Hof Quality as thought ficto attend them with the Sheriffs of the re- 


by what is paft, our Courtiers are more like to make ule of our 
| 


I) tirely inthe Intereft of our prefent Conftitution: It’s very well | 


| 
i} 
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Guards), fince we have no King, there feems to be liztle need of 
them, and fo much the lefs thar icis but of Jate our Kings had 


and adminiftred Joftice in, Perfon from County to County, with-, 
out any other Guards bur their own Domeftics, and fuch Perfons 


— fpe€ive Counties 5 and for our Garrifons a very tew Menmay ferve, 
| InKing Charles V's Time we had but one Regiment of Foot, and a 
Troop of Guards; in King Charles I’s Time the Number was in- 
creas’d 5 in King Fames Vilth’s Time they giew fill more, and now 
they are more numerous than.ever. | | | 
It’s evident there is-no neceffity for fuch numerous Troops, we 
are now in Peace at home and abroad; nor are we like to have any 
occafion of Quarrels, except it be with the Spaniards in the Weft 
Indies 5 and inthac refpe@, if we may guefs of what is to come, 


Troops againft usthanfor us. _ | 
We hope the Parliament will not now be impos’d upon with a 


particularly the Highland Clanns, It’s known their Chiets have | 
{ubmicred to the Government, and the greateft of the Clans are ine 


known, that when ic was etherwife, and that moft of themwere 
on King Charles Vsfide, under their famous Leader Montroffe; and. | 
when fo many of them declar’d for the late King ames tince the i 
Revolution, they were never able to cait_ the Balance, or doany i 
thing confiderable, in comparifon of the Low-Lands: The Weftern- 
Shires alone were able to overawall the lace King Zames’s Party at 
the Revolution, and-to fetr-the Grown upon King William's Head, | 
Thefe things being confidered, we hope that ail S-——-’s Arguments 
from the Highland Clans, though feconded by his good Table, of e 
whofe wonderful Effeas he boafted fo much laft Seflions, wil nog | 
beable to prevail with our Parliament, to continue aStauding Ar= |) 
_ mythis Seflions. =) ¢ y 
Whatever Arguments the Courtiers may pretend for keeping | 


cheir Heads have other Reafons for ic. They know they bave giyen 


Army neceflary to overawe us, -to {wallow wp our Liberties by de- 

prees, and co put ws ovr of 2 Condition to revenge the Injury they 

have done us. | This will appezr to be no uncharitable Conjecture, , 
if ic be confidered that infiruments of Tyranny are aiwaysatraid of 
the People they cyrann ze over, and therefore hare them, - 4 
* TheOppteflion the Country grosus under, by maintaining thefe . 
Bade Se) A gaa es "Forces 


- Couniellors bave already made an Invafion upon our moft.valuable 


spon Earch, if when it is in our power'to dicband thei, we fuffer 
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Fores fs undeniable, and the ufelefsnets of them is equally demone 
ftrsble. England is the Seat of the Government, nearer fo any | 
Foreign Enemy, and much more capable of furnifhing them Sub- 
fificnce chan our Counrrey; beinz che Scat of Government, it is by 
Confequince the Receptac'e of [nvelligence, and yet we have not | 
heard of one Word fignifi-d to them of any apprehenfions from a- 
broad. this laft Scflions of Parlianenr. The Cafe being fo, if the 
Englifh be fo fecure we have Jefs reafon co be afraid, The World | 
muft own that they are Zealous for "he Defence of their Country, 
and thar ir’ a Subje@ well worth their Zeal, Therefore there’s no 
reafon co think chac they would negle& their Satecy, if they faw ic 
in hazard. Then fince they are che firft that will probably be at- 
tack'd, we fh:ll have time enough co arm in our own defence, 

To this we may add, thac Standing Armies not only cpprefs the. | 
People, bur corrupt the Manners, and overturn the Liberties of alf 
Countries where they are kept up; and char fince the pernicious 


and jundamental Liberty, viz. cur Sovereignty and Independency : 


¢ 


We fhal! be look’d upon as the moft ioolifh and unthinking Nation 


them ro keep up a Standing Army, to compleat that Slavery which. | 
hath ali eady made fach formidable advances upon us, 

Ar the fame ume, it is not our Opinion that rhe Country fhould | 
be Juidnaked, withouta Defence ; and therefore ir’s neceflary the | 
Parliamenr fhould confider of regulating the Militia, foas to make | 
icmoft ufeful. Tuwhich, particulir regard ought to be had tothe 
Qualifications of thofe who are entrufted with theCommand of them, 
viz. that they be Men of Eftates and Incereft inthe Country, and” 
well affeed rothe prefent Conftitution, both in Church and State, 
thar they be duly tram’d and arm’d, and as many of the prefent Of- 
ficers as are Men of Probiry imp.oy‘d in the Cammand as may be, 
nor would it be amifs to mix them with fuch of the Soldiers as 
are beft difciplin’d, and of the moft comm¢gndable Converfation. 
If our Militia be fo regulated, there’s no aera their being more 
fervicable inthe defence of our Country, and fer the fupporc of the 
Government, according to our prefent Conftitutios, than a Stande 
ing Army can ever be. / ie 

We may readily believe thata Militia (0 modelled will have more | 
Zeal for the Honour of their Country, than thar partof the Scand- 
ing Army which yielded their Poft of Honour to the Dutch in Flan- 
ders ic were but juft chat our. Parliament fhould enquire into, the | 
Authors of fuch a Difhonour done our Nation, and to callthemto | 
an account for ir. However fome Courciers may palliate this; we 
are fure they can never defend it.’ Their Pretence that the Dutch 
were in Englifh Pay, and therefore took the Poft as Englifh Guards, 
is frivolous'andtrifling; our Troops werein Rnglith Pay aa well o | 

wwe ; say p t €. 
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7 the Dutch, who by the Treatment they have had fince by the 
| parliament of Exgland that fent them away as Fore'pners, appear 
~ never to have beenlook’d upon by the People of England as Englifh 

} Guards. 

] | Wecomenext toconfider the Prz@ifes of the FaGion upon the 

— Jaft General Aflembly of our Church, ir 0: der ro abate the Peoples 

Zeal for our Eftablifhmenc ac Darien. This of it felt is fuffictent 

go demonftrare thac the pernicious Counie!'cuss have ftull che afcen- 

dant agai ft us. It’s well cncugh known how thote of the Aflembly 
that were for the Inrereftot the Colony ‘were fo.ctd to fight for e- 
very inch of Ground ; thar tho'e who were manay‘d by the Influ- 


Seer 


ence of rhe FaGion, appear’d more openly againft the Incereft of | : 


the Country in the Committees. shan they dard to do in the Af 
fembly. Nor is it to be forgot whae oppofiticn they made ro the 


Name Caledonia, which however was all they were able to carry. 


A Noble Vigtory ! well beccming the Axtefenani of Church and 
Strate, and for whichno doubrthey ought to be well rewarded out 
of the Treafury. 

We are fenfible that many of thofe Minifters who were deceiv’d 
by the Agenrs of the Badtion, have now fecntheir Error, and thac 
- notwithftanding all the Tricks made ule of, things were fet in a 
clearer Lighc there 3 and thar the Inrereft of the Country carried 
it, asis evident from the AG enjoyning a Faft, which owns our 
plantation abroad to be a great National Concern, and the Difappoint- 
ments it bath met with to be National Rebukes. Yer fince che \om- 


pliance of thar Afflembly fo ‘ar, with thofe thar are Enemies to our ~ 


Colony, hath in a great meafure difguftcd the People, 1: te more 
incumbent upon the Presbycerians tn Pa, lament co retrieve tr, and 
by a fteady and firm adherence io the Intereft of the Nation, to 
oppofe a Standing Army, and to concur in every thing hit may 
tend to the Security and Advancement of our Colony, We are 
fure if they don't a& contrary to their own Princip.es they mutt 
do fo. : ne 

The poor Country Minifters, who for the moft part have more 
Honefty than Policy, may be impoted upon by the flv Infinuacions 
of cratty ill Men, thac if the Presbyterians dort fail in’ ith the 
Party, another Parliamenc fhall be call’d ro eftablifh Epifcopacy: 
But we hope Gentlemen, and Members of Parliament, know beccer 
Things. | bia aaah 

Admitting icto be true that the Fa&tion hath threatned ro do fo5 


it is contrary to the Divine Rule, co do Evi] cat Good may come 


of it, or co commit Sin co avo'd Suffcring. 

Nor willic be in che power of che &,@ion to abolith Presbyrry, 
fo long as it has the Affections of the People. ft ts likewile evi- 
den, thac if the Presbyterians adhere at this time to our Civil 
Rights, che Nacon will be more and more endeared to their Con- 

{titucion, 


’ ah RN 
ftirution, and it will be one of the moft effedtual means to convince 
its Enemies, that our Difcipline is novonly beft accommodated for 
the prefervation of Religion, but likewife forthe Support of Civil 


Liberty. 


‘Tr’s alfo evident, thatif the Presbyterians adhere to the Intereft 
of the Nation, ir will be impoffible to 6verturn their Church Cons 


Rticution, wichouc fhaking of the Thrones fince it is one of thé 
fandamenral Articles in the Claim of Right upon which His Maie- 


{ty received the Crown. 


But if the Presbyterians fhould at this time teke part’ with the 


Wicked Countellors againft their Country, and by that means lofe 
the AffeGions of the People, they infa'libly rut their Church 
Conftitution, which may be deinonftrated thus. 

Presbyterian Government was firft fectled in Scotland, atthe time 
of the Reformation, by the Affections ot the People 3 it hath been 
fupported by that fame Means againft aii our Cotirts co the late Re- 
volution, and was reftor‘d tobe the National Eftablifhment chen, 
becaufe moftagreeableto the Inclinations of the People, and ‘tts for 
thac only reafon it hath been continu'd fince, becaufe the Cour: 
found iéthe beft Method for fecuring their Interelt in Scotlagd. 

Bur if once it lofe its ground in che Hearcs of the People, as ir 


-muft unavoidably do, if the Presbyterians at this Jan@ure a& con- 


trary tothe Intereft of the Kingdom, chen the Court will overturn 
Presbytery of cheit own accord, both from a Principle of Inve- 


7 


-peft and Inclination. : 


_ That it will be their Intereft fo to do is plain, for if Presbytery 
once lofe the AffeGions of the People of Scotland, it canbe of no 
more wie tothe Court, bur willafford them as good an opportunty 


x 


| 


asheart can with, to ingratiaté chemfelves with the Church of Enge > 


land, which is by much the greaceft Incereft in chat Nation. 
That it’s the Inclination of theCourtiers fotodo we have no great 


reafon to doubr. ic being well-known thar they have feveral times — 


broke in upon our Laws fince the Revolution, in favour of the 


Epifcopal Parry. Witnefs. the Jong time they rook to confider 
wherlier they fhould aliow us Presbytery ornot, after Pre'acy was 
Annull'd by the Convention of States; and their Adjourning and 
Difolving the General Aifemblies of our Church, contrary to the 
exprefs Stature whenthe E. of Lothian was Commidioner, befides 
feveral Arbitrary Letcers 


fent tothe Aflembly, and Commiffions of » 


Affemblies to put aftop to the Exercife of the Jurifdiction the 


Law had‘invefted them with. 
Ir’sno way improbable chat the pernicious Counfellotrs; who 


endeavour fo make Tools of the Presbyterians, for carrying on their 


prefent purpofes, have alfo che ruin of Presbytery in view in Con- 


junction with their other defigns dgainft our Nation, they put chem 
upon-thofe Meafures co difoblige the People, and divert their In- 
| : clinations 
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clinations from Presbytery, that to they may have a fair pretence 
for getting the, Law that Eftablifhes- ic repealed, fince it’s founded 
‘upon the Peoples Inclinacions. i 

__ If they beable to effe@ this, all the Laws in f:vour of tt will be 


‘to Annulthem, or.if they fhould nor chink it cheir Intereft fo to do, 
the Fa@ion will certainly break through them, — It’sin vatnto fup- 
pofe the contrary,for fince they have broke in upon our Sov? reignry 
and Trade, whach all butthofe «ho depend upon the Fadi n, are 


“unanimous to defend 5 they will find jca much eafier ;ask co over. 


turn Presbytery, when buck’d by the Courch of England abroad, 


Jand a ftrong Parry at home. 


We heartily wifhthis may never happen tobe the Cale. for ab» 
ftra@ing from all Theological Arguments tn favour uf Presbyrery, 
which we are facisfied are unanfwera‘le; we are fully convinced 
‘that it’s as much che Political ncereft of our Nation. to mainta a 


chat Form of Church-Governmem in oppoficion ro Epifcopicy, as 


it’s the Intereft of the Wife Venetians ro «xciude Church men and 
their Dependants, from. having any fhare tn the Civil Govern nenc, 
and upon the fame account too, That Sage Republick excludes 
their Ecclefiafticks becaufe they, depend upon a Foreipn Head, and 
therefore are liableto tenrations, toefpoufe an Incereft oppotice co 
that of their Country. Icalwayshas been, and muft he the fame 
with Bifhops in Scotland, fince we have,no King of our own but ia 


or cofpeak the plain truch, allow us no fharein his Goveramentat 
all, bucin order co fubje& us to them/‘elves, or to fecure or pro- 
mote their own Intereft 3 and therefore fince all our Bilhops muft 


‘depend upon the King of England for their Nomination, and Corge 
@Eflire, fince they muft be aéted by the Church of England, an 


irreconcilable Enemy to our Nation, fince we hive found by our 
own Experience, that the Bifhops went always along with the 
Court co enflave che Country, and fince they eoncurred in Parlia- 
ment to exale the Prerogative to that Blafphemous heiglir over 
‘Charch and Stare, it arrived to in the late Reigns. Je muft of ne- 
ceflity be the Intereft of Scotland to oppofe that Form of Govern. 
menc, and fo much the more, chat our Epifcopal Parcy don’ chink 


ficof Divine Infticution, as appears by the firft AG of Lasderdale’s 


Second Parliament. : 
_ By parity of Reafon it’s our Intereft co maintaid Presbytery, 
becaufe that Form has no dependence on the King of Exgland, our 
Minifters have no Honours nor Benefices from him, and dy cone 
Tequence are under no fuch centations at the Bilhops are, to a‘t con- 
rrary cothe Inrereft of their Country. Befides Presbytery admics 
Laymen inco allicsCourts, which 3 adfolucely neceffary to prevent 
Ecclefiaftical Amition 5 is’s anefectual reftraint upon them from 
. decreeing 


‘but fo many Cobwebs ; our Parliament themfelves will be provok’d . 


Partnerfhip with anocher Nation who Clim Ten tarrs in Twelvey, 
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decreeing fuch DoArines as Paffive Obedience, and hinders-them 
from Preaching Mankind out ot their Lives and Eftares, into a 
Slavith Subjeétion to Princes; had icbeen ocherwife, we have gocd 
reafon co think chat the tntereft of the Country would not have 
carried fo much as it did in the laft General Affembly. 

-Fromall this it will naturally refule, that ir’s incumbent upon 
our Parliament to teke meafures for (ecuring the Church againft 
fuch Threats as che Faction made ufé of to induce the Minifters to 
aCompliance; ehisis fomuch the more reafonable, becaufe rho’ 
Presoycerian Minifters may comp!y with the defigns of Courts 4 

ainft the Liberties of the Subje4s, Bifhops muft, and they are 
va much the more dangerous, becaufe they have a Power in the 
Legiflation, and'are commorly fo many Votes on the Courts fides 
whereas by the prefenc Conftitution, the Clergy have no fuch Pow- 

er. Tithe Parliament of Scotlzed fhould demand from His Majefty a 
further aflurance for the Corftirution of our Church, it’s no more 


_than what our Neighbours in England have from time to time done 


as ro theirs, and wherein His Majefty did as readily comply with 
them. To this end it would feem to be no unreafonable demand 
if the Revenues of the Bifhopricks that are not already appropria- 


‘ced co Pious Ufes, were applied co the ufe of our American Cos 


lony. This is fo much the lefs to be obje&ted againft, becaufe the 
Eftablifhmenit of our Plantation tends to the propagation of the 
true Chriftian Faith, ir would be aneffe@ual way to prevent the 

eftiructon of Epifcopacy in this Nation, which cannever be done 
without throwing all inro Confufion again, which would utterly ob- 
{tru@ our Trade; befides ic were but a juft reprifal, fince ic is 
from thofe of the Epifcopal Pasty in England that our American 
Sertlemetic meets with the greateft oppofition there. 

If it be obje@ed that thofe Revenues have fallen to the King as 
Ultimus Heres, we an{wer, that as we never fee a King amonoeft 
us, there’s no reafon we fhould augment his Revenue, that the 
Parliament of England have appropriated co Publick Ufe,the Irifh 
Forfeitures, which by the ordinary Courfe ofLaw fell to the King, 
and chat His Majefty is obliged by the A& eftablifhing our Compa- 
ny, to obtain a Reparation of their Lofs at the Publick Charge, 
All this being confidered, fuch a demand cannot any ways feem 
unreafonable, and fo much the lefs that this Fund is already fectled, 
and would be no new burden to the Subdje&. 


Thefe chings we have infifted the more upon, becaufe fome Peo-” 
ple took the opportunity to improve the proceedings of the Affem- 


bly to che difidvantage of the Presbyterians, and openly bo:fted 


i 


[ 
r 
r 


} 


A 


eS Ee 


\ 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of ic, as a handle toreftore Epifcopacy. But we hope thac neither | 


this nor any fu-ure Parliament of Scotland will be fo Impolitic as 
ro attempt cthat,Ic’s well enough known the Presbyterians look upon 
rheir Form of Church-Government to be of Divine Infticucion, 

Be that 


@ 
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ehae moft of them have fuffeted for it, and fome hundreds of them 
have fealed 1s with their Blood ; therefore "tis no wonder they 
fhould prefer ic to all Temporal Advantages whatever; and fhew 
‘more than an ordinary Compliance with whar they are told is the 
‘Mind of a Prince who’e Fami'y and Perfon they have reafon to 
-efteem, and to whom they have been more obliged than ever they 
‘were to any3 there’s fo much the lefs reafon co wonder ac their 
Compliance, when we confider what endeavours there have been 
to perfuadethem, that the greateft Zealots for our Americar Settle- 
‘ment, are their mortal Enemies and feck their overchrow: Nor 
indeed have we any reafon to wonder at the oppoficion of the 
Court, when His Majefty is informed that the Affair of Darien isa 
Jacobite defign ac the bottom, and that a Presbyterian Lord fhould 
be fofar pofleffed with this Calumny, as to aflertit in oppofition to 
our Colony in the Englifh Houfe of Peers. Therefore ic would 
feem to be incumbent upon our Parliament to enquire inrothe Au- 
(thors of fuch malicious Suggeftions. This is fo much rhe more ne- 
i ceflary, becaufe our Enemies endeavour to maintaia their own 
# Caufe, by creating in us a mutual diftruft of one another, and 
dividing us amongft our felves by falfe reports. Thus fome of the 
| greaceft Men of our Kingdom, as well as che greareft Fricnds of our 

‘Colony arefometimes traduced as carrying on a Jacobite defign, 
and ac othér times reproached as falling in with the Fa@tion at 
Court, that have declared themfelves fo openly again{t our Country. 

But coreturn to the Presbyterians, as we would vot be choughe 
to difuade chem, or others, from enrercaining high and dutiful 
§ thoughts of our moft gracious Sovereign King William, yer onthe 
other hand, as they never believed Kings to be tntailible, we would 
have them to beware how they fall in with fuch meafures a: 1]! Men 
about His Majefty may put him upon in relation to our Coun:ry 
and Colony. We would-nothave them tolick up the Yomic of 


| though we would have them and all good Subject vo account sis 
| Majefty’s Perfon Inviol ble and Sacred, yer chere’s no reaion thae 
all abour ‘him fhou.d have the fime priviledge, or be piorcetied 
|] from Juftice when they invade the Fundamenia! Laws of «ur Nae 
ticn,nor would we have chem co 0. ftrud& the Peoples demeaning a 
JB Rearef$ of Grievances, or noc co concur wih che Parliament co 
maintain their Authority which is fo manifeftly violaced. for chis 
A would be a direct breach of che Solemn League and Covenant, 
which obliges the Nation to mamrain tle Auchority o! Parliaments, 
Jas well as his Majefty’s Juft Right aid Prerogarive. 

 Ichad been time long ago co have drawn toa Conciufion, but 
the Preffures we labour under are fo many, thai we hope they will 
Ij make an Apology for the length of this Difcourfe. 

wv 


4 Paffive Obedience chat the Church of England hichtpewed out, and. 


Tt being evident that moft of our 'Grievances proceed from His 
Majefty’s abfence, and our Circumfances being fo unhapy, that 
we areno more ta expect our Kings fhould refide amonpft us. We 
have no other Remedy bur to Addrefs our felves to our Parliamene, 
thac they would rake care to make up that want by good and whol- 
fone Laws, which it’s hoped His Majefty will very readily agree 
£0. ia Bight’: ‘! BTR es 

Many Particulars might be infifted upon, bucthofe which feem 
moft neceflary, are, a Law for a New Parliament once in three 
Years, as our Neighbours In England'have, that in future Reigns 
we may not be liable to be undone by a Band ot Penftoners, under 
the Notion of Reprefentatives.  — eye fein 

2. Thit we may have’ the benefic of a Habeas Corpus A& as 
well as our Neighbouring Nation, atid fo mueh the more, that we | 
féem inritled to demand it by rhe Article of the’Claim of Right, 
acainft Imprifoning Perfons without expreffing the Reajon, and delaying 
to bring them to Tryal, : se ephiaiy od cite : 
"2. That (ome effe@tual Mechod be taken to prevent {pending fo 
muchof our Money in Englaid by ovr Nobility and Gentys this 
4s a Dileafe which feeds upon the Virals of our Nation, exhaufts 
our Treafure, and confumes our Subftance, which ought to circus 
Jate at home amoneft our own poor People, wholabour for it with 
ihe Sweat of their Faces. ‘Ic depraves our Principles and Morals, 
as is but too demonft.able from many fad Inftances. How many of 
thofe who liv‘d unblamably at home, have been debauch‘d by the 
licentious Pra@ifes, and the Exampleof the Court of England, and 
the bad Converfation they have met with in Esndon; and how 
much has their bad Example tended co fpread the Contagion, when 
they returo’d rotheir naive Country. . iglgtttn 

“Theres nothing in che World that renders our Nation more 
contemptible inthe Eyes of the Englith, thin the frequent Re- 

courle of our Nobility and Gentry, to theirCourt, for they prefent- 
-ly conclude that we are come eicier to complain of one another, 
or to {ue tor Places and Penfions, and in any ‘of thefe Cafes they 
arc fure to make theiradvantage of us. They know well enough 
rhat the favour of Minions, or of thac Party tnat has 'moft Intereft 
“at © ourt, is abfolurely neceflaty for ‘fuch Parties or Perfons in our 
Nation as would fucceed in their Suits to the King, an ithat we 
mufl cither bribe the Favourites, or ‘make’a Sacrifice of the Inre- 
Fett of ourCountry tothe Court (if nor both) before we can’ ob- 


fain what we feck 5 they know likewiie thac tor our own Honour, 
we mutt make a Figuce thereanfwerable to thole of che fame Qué- 
Jiry ta’ Egland, ‘which occafions cur ¢ nfuming a great’ deal of 
Money in dicir Country, and many times ooliges perfons of Qua- 
lic¥ co run in Tradefmcn’s Dedts ar London, 3 
Efiates tor Sccurity; All thefe things together keep usin a Slavifh 
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‘and to Mortgagetherr 


a Star : Subjefion » 
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“SnbjeAion to the Englith, which they being willing to perpetuate, 
ule all poffisle endeavours to. nourifh Difcord amoneft us, and to 
keep us Low. This was plain from thofe barbarous Proceedings 
-apainft the Presbyterians, which the Court of England fomented, 
and from th¢ fucceffive Impofis upon our Commerce, which they 
enadted in the late Reigns; and js.equally demonftrable now, frora 
‘their PraGifes againft us, and raifing Divifions amongft us, in relati- 
on to our Tr:de. 3 
This one would think fhould be fuffictent to put our Parliament 
“upon finding out Methods to prevent this conftant Recourle of our 


“Nobilicy and Gentry to London, and to take effectual Mealures to. 


have our Affairs duty reprefented to His Majefty, by fuch asic 
| fall not be in the Power of the Englifh Court, either.to bribe, or 
-to-frighten from theirDuty. It’s humbly conceiv’d a Committee of 
- Barliament, chofen by the Parliament ic felf at every Sefligns, and 
Accountable to them for. their Adminiflration, were molt proper 

for that end, and that they fhould’depute one or two of their. 
Number to atrend His Majefty conftantly, with Power to fend and 
_yecall rhem as they faw meet :for His Majefty’s Secietary, being his 

own Domeftick, and by confequence under command, and liable 
to be turn‘d our at pleafure, cannot be prefum’d to be fo fit to be 
-ntrnfted with the Affairs of a Nation, which is unhappily depiiv'd 

of the Prefetice of their Sovereign, as Perfons who are choten by 


the Nation icfelf.. This it’s humbly conceiv'd would oblige the | 


Court tohave more regard to the Welfaré of our Natian, and to 
be more cautious how they invade our Freedom and Rights, than 
hitherto they have been. It is not reafonable that we fhould be 
govern‘d at home by His Maiefty‘s Domefticks, and fuch as he 
pleafes to join with them for Privy Counfellors. Ic‘s enough for 
them to attend His Majefty‘s Houfhold Affairs: Nor is it at all pro- 


per that we fhould be govern'd by the Servants of a Prince, who 
in relation to us is not his own Matter. The Englifh Courtiers will 
be very angry ac this Affertion (we doust noc) as they were at 


fome of the like nature inthe Enquiry into the Mifcarriages of ony 


Colony at Darien; and particularly that the K. of Scots was a Prifoner 
in England tor which though they burne the Book as tale, they 
themfelves have now prov‘d itto be true. beyond Conrradiation,by 
telling him intheir Addrets, chae whar he had done againft us was 
agreeable to’ the fenfe of both Houfes 5 and acquainting him fur- 
ther, thar our Settlement at Darien is inconfiftenr with the Planca- 
tion Trade of Englald. This is fo tar from convicting us of Peli 
hood,’ for faying they keep our King Prifoner, that on the con: 
trary. it is like pucting him in Chairs, to proveit to be true 5 
having thusdeclar‘d, that our Setclement 1s cottrary co the Intereft 
ot England; it's as good as iithey had bid him Jook to himfelf, 
if he do any thing co encourage it 3 for by their Treapment of hire 
de  . Ww wa 0 s 1 > g 10 
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inother refpe&s, we may rationally infer thar they would ever 
have digefted fuch Invafions upon their Sovereignty and Trade. fo 
calmly as we have done, et ’ 

We know char His Majefty‘s Circam‘tances, as to England and 
Holland, are made ufe of by our Courtiers co excufe -hofe Invafie 
Ons, dic havealrea y been made upon cur Soveraignry and Trade: 
bur we hope this will be (o far from prevailing with a Sects Parla 
ment, co comdly with the Meafures of. che Court, chat ic will rae 
ther pur rhem upon effeCtual Methods co fecure us againft them 3 
fince our Kino ts fo unhappily circum(tantia‘e, thar he is not ina 
condition te perform his Duty to us, ics f> much che more incum- 
hent upon our Pardamenc to perform theirs, and to fapply whar 
His Majefty cannot do. He is a: much our King, a: if he wereno 
way coucern’d with England or Aplland, and isas much oblip’d cro 
pone Incéreft, as if he had no other to promore bur ours, 
Jf the Union of the Crowns make icotherwi'e, it is a fundamental 
and iniupportable Defe€& in our Government, tite makes iz unca 
pable of anfwering irs end, which by che Liws of God and Man 
Is the good of the People, or govern‘d Society 3 theretore the 
States of the Kingdom are concern'd to !o0x to ic, and redrefs ity 
as they will anfwer ir to God, to the Nation, and their own Con- 
fciences. Irt‘s plain from the rath of the Romays, which hath 
been fo much wrefted ro maintain the wicked Do@rine of Pat 
five Obedience, and Non-refiftance, rhat before Governments. can 
Jay any Claim irom thac Text, to Submiffron or Revenue from the 
Subje&s, they muft make ic appear chicthey are fuch Powers as 
are there delcribid, viz Minifters of God for good co che Subje@s, 
which ts plain and demonftrable the King of England can never be ta 
the People of Scotland, if the Union of che Crowns make him pres 
fer or ¢f{poufe their Intereft to rhe Daynmage ot ours, which the 
Houtes of Parliament in England do plainly demand intheir Ads 
dreffes. From whence it's evident, nat if thefe Grievances can- 
wot beredrefs'd, fuch a Government is not what we are oblig‘d co 
fabmic to, by the Law of God. 

AS to our own Conflicution, it’s well enough known whar our An- 
ceftors did,in relation to thofe Kings thar fuvjeGed us to the Englifh, 
and how they vindicared themfeives from chat Invafion, both by 
their fens aod Swords, when we were reduc’d much lower by the 
Court of England, in conjun€tion with our own Traycors than we 
are now, asto the Laws of Nations, whatever Galielmus Cardinalis 
may poffefsfome of his Brethren of the Clergy with, to rhe cone 
trary; we are fure that Alexander Cardisalis, Fafon, and Imola mains 
tain, that a Prince who governs a free People cannot render them 
Slaves, or fubje@ co the Dominion of another Prince, nor can the 
Barons of that Kingdom transfer the Prerogative of that Liberty 
they have receiv’d from their Anceftors, upon any other chan their 
ows. 
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Own Lord: and the famous Bodinus fays, if a King who isfubje& to 
none, do either of his own accord, or be forc’s ayainft his Will co 
ferve and obey another. be lofes the Sirle and Rights of Mujefty. 
We fee then inro what a Gond ‘tion thefe pernicicusCounie ors, 
§ who have advis’d the King of Scors to do {uch things a8 mok> the 
~Kingdoin of Scotland iubje@ ro thar of Eneland, would orig His 
| Niajeity 3 we never lov’d any Prince fo well as King Wiliam and 
are wilitdg ftill fo Gerfice our Lives and Fortunes tir him as) our 
| Lawiul Sovereign: Bur there’s noreaion we fhouid make 4 Surrene 
| def O' our F.eedom ano Tade ro the Humeur of thofe pernicicus 
§ Counfelior: about him, who vetray 4s Aonour and Suvereignry ing 
betraying ours: Ic being cervainly more for his Majefties Glory to 
he Sovereign of two ndcpen-ent Kinvdems, than to be but Sove- 

I reign of one, end Vaflal ro himfelt for asother. 
Krom allthis ic tollow*, thc the Par‘iamene of Scotlard havea 
righe to addreis his Majefty, thar fuch Perfons as savife tim to 


| thofe things ought co be remov‘d from his Prefernce and Councils — 


forever, as Enemies to the Dignicy of the Crown, and the Peace of 
‘the Narons. 
1c were alfo proper fer retrieving the Horour of our publick 
-Joftice, char an Addrefs fhould be made for removing thole from 
| his Prefence and Councils, chat ftand charg‘d w th being privy to 
a defign to affaffinate King Charles If, with having Perfions in the 
late Reigns for fecret Service, and with Acceffionto the Maflacre of 
 Glenco, and that the Aftors in thae barbarous Murdir fhould be 
- punifh’d according to merit. Nor oughrit 19 pafs wi-houc enquiry , 
| by what means thofe Perfons und:r Condemnation for a b rbarous 
Rape, and other ishuman Treatmen: of the Lady Lovett, c 
i be reprieved from time to time, to the fcandal of 64 
of the Narion, and that one of them fhou'd, be — 
only colurk in Exginnd, but have accefs to our Great 


‘ 


% 
Governmenr, thoaceciared Rebeland Trayror, and ou: 
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 fafferea. in Scotland tor Theft and Murder, © Certainly tc is nor for ~ 


his Majefties Honour tha: the Court fhou'd be made 2a Sanctuary for 
the blackeft of Criminals, and much lefs chat we fhould be govern’d 
by the advice of any fuch, who befides have no Eftate nor Intereft 
inour Kingdom. Buc chi: isthe effe& of our noc having infifted to 
have the chief [pftruments of the Tyranny and Cruelry o¢ the late 
Regns made publick Exampes. Others are not only encourag’s co 
follow their Steps, but it iccms our Adminiftrarion muf{t be chiefly 
enrail’d upon Men of chat Kidecy, 

Tr would allo feem abfolucely neceflary, thar an enquiry fhould 
be made iato thofe that aavis’d che turning fo many Perions of \ua- 
lity ouc of Councii, and other Pofts of Honour and Advanraye, 
for oppofing a Standing Army, ec. Jafi Seffions. Th's i: no: only 
contrary to che Claim of Right, which demauds freedom of Dedite 

’ and 
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and Speech in Parliament, buc tends to the utter fubverfion-of. all 


our Liberties 5 for Parliamenrs are of no.ufe if Members may not | 


have liberty to voce there, according ro the DiGtates of Honourand 


Confcience: This is a plain cemonftration that the Courtiers defign | 


to carry onan Intereft oppofite to that of the Country; and that we 


are riding Poft to the Tyranny of the late Reigns. . It fhews alfo | 
the height of Concempt fcr our Nation, fince our Neighbours of | 


Engtanda:e not fo treated; ic being well enough known there, thac 
Lords of the Bed-Chamber, and Officers of the Army, voted againft 
a Standing Force in that Kingdom, without being turn’d out of their 
Pofts, or any ways difgrac‘d fortr. To what: a.miferable Condi- 
tion are we reduc‘d then, when the Parliaments of Scotland, thar 
formerly gave Laws to our Kings, cannot now e(poufe the Intereft 
of their Country without being thus trede upon, This ‘proves the 
abfoluie neceffity of keeping Officers, and others that hve depen- 


‘ ig ‘ ‘y4 
enc e Court, cr Penfions from It, of our Parliaments. » 
dence upon the Court, ¢r Penfions from it, our of our Parliam 


Lec us do all we can in that matter, the Court wil] have always more 
than i's proportionable Influence there, by fuch Lords as have a de- 
pendance upon them, and thofe Officers of Stare that are allow’d 
to. be in the Houfe. play 
_ TheFarming of the Cufioms by the Royal Burroughs, ought alfo 
_to be taken into Gonfideraiion 5 {or if. chat be found.co have an in- 
“tHuence on their Votes in the Houfe, i’ts a) much againit the Claim 


Sof Right, as thefe Proceedings complain’d of there, that. were 


jude’d to be equal to the King’s naming that entire State of Pirlia- 
ment. It’s there‘ore he p’d that the Royal Burroughs will, by their 
behaviour in Parliament, vindicate themielves from all Sufpicion in 
this Matter, and that they will noc concur with any Defign dgainft 


the Trade of the Nation, wherein thev tave fo great a Concern 5 
efpecialge when they confider that the moreReftraints there are up- 


“Gimme Icis value willtheir Farmbe, if irbe thovghe fic thar 
it fhould be continued. : 

We might enlirge in I finitun, the Grievances and Wants of our 
Cruntry are fo many 3 out muft draw to a Couclufion, after having 
propofed fome few things more. 

Irfeems abfolutely neceflary our Parliament fhould enquire what 
good Laws ere needtul to fecure our Conftiration, cnd to provide 
for it accordingly. In order tothis ic would feem requifite, that 
aCommittee fhould be appointed to confider what our Srates infift- 
ed on in 1641528 our Native Right, and wh.t the Englifh ave ob- 
tain‘d fince the Revolution for fecuring their Libercy and Property. 
His Maiefty if he be al'ow’d by our Enemies, co teftity his pacer- 
hal Affection towards us, cannot, nor will noc xiink it hard if we 
demand thac, and more, fince we are reduc‘d fo low by the Op- 
preffions of former Reigns, hive loft fo much by the Abfence of our 
Kings, now almoft for roo Years, and are d.priv‘d of all hopes of 
having them refide among{t Us aty mores — , The 
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© The Daniage we muft of neceflicy fuftain by thar alone is very 
| Breat, and nor tobe compenfated by any Equivalent we can pro- 
pofe; for do what we'can, our Princes muft be educated ina 
Country, that as His Majefty him(elf has been pieas‘d to exprefs, 
| it is like to interfore too often with us in point of Tradex and he plain- 
dy fees they have no Dilpoficion toan Union with us, by which 
It miglic be prevetited. : | 
|. Since we are founhappy, as to have our Princés educated by 
| thofe‘who differ from us, both as to Churehand Stace, and rhat by 
| confequence they muft needs. be bred up in anAverfion for our Con- 
| Titucions: It%sabfolutely neceflary we fhould have Laws to fectire 
| otherwife it will bea perpetual Source of Difcord betwixe Prince 
| and People, anda Seminary of Divifion betwixt the two Nations; 
to prevenc whichas it‘s the Duty,fo it ought to be the Care cf every 
| Priace thac wou'd fhew himfelito be a true Father co his Counrry, 
That this fear of creacing in our Princes an Averfion for our Na- 
tion and Confticution, 18 buc too well grounded; tive peft hach 
| prov‘d beyond Contradiction, and we wifh thactime to come may 
“mot prove ic farcher. 
If we take but a curfory view of the behavionr of our Kinzs ¢5 
| us fince that Union, the marks of their Averfion towards ur, ftare 
us in the Face. K. ames our Sixth, and their Firft, tho a Native 
of Scotland, and {wore at his Acceflion to the Crown of England, 
he would vifir us once in three Years, never came near u3 afterwards 
but once 3 and thar only to ftrengthenthe FaG@ion amoneft us, chat 
had joined wich him, in endeavouring toinflave us. Ks Chayles I, 
tho likewifea Native of Scotland, the tirft time thar ever he came 
near us was with an armed Force to fubdue us,hecaufe of our ftrug- 
gling againft thacSlavery, of which his Father had laid the Foun- 
dation, Having after this, under Pretence of a mock Tregry. fown 
the Seeds of anunnarural War, which foon after broke oft in our 
Nation, by Montrofi, and the lrifh Rebels chat join’d him, he never 
came near us more, till Necefity conftrain’d him cto flee to our 
Army. Atcthattime, it’s known we made honourable Terms for 
him with the Enelith, and fuch indeed, asreither his Circuniftan- 
ces, nor our own could oblige them to mike good; which, con- 
didering the Provocations he had given us, and the Slights put upon - 
Ws, in ali Treaties during thac War, as is teftified by Whitlock in 
Hliis Memoirs, and other Englith Writers, could proceed from no- 
thing bucan Exuberrant Affection, to a Prince thac all along had 
teftified fuch an Afierfion for us. | ; = 
| His Son K. Char:il. he came co us in his Diftrefs,or-tofpeak more: 
fraly, we inviced him toa Crown whenhe had noc fo muchas 4 
Cottage, and-expofed our felves to Ruin and Devaftition for his 
fakes yet after the Reftauration he never came near us, buc un- 
pratefully overturned onr Conftirusion sta aud State, cutoff 
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the Marquis of 4vgile’s Head that fet our Crown upon his owfi, 
and made thofe injurious A@s which ruined us in our Trade with 

England. 

- King Fames our VII. and their 11, when chafed from England as 
a Traycor, and in danger of being excluded from their Crown; 
we received him, with open Arms, Settled our Succeflion upon. 
him, and patie Balance in Exglandon his fide. Yet henever 
once came near us afterwards, but by his defpotical Proelamations 
overturned the fmall remains of our Liberties that his Brocher had 
left, and wounded.our Religion and Laws both at once. ayoends 

King William for whom we have fhed fo much of our Blood in 
Britain, Ireland, and the Netherlands, and whom we allowed a 
Standing Army when the Parliament of England would {carcely al- 
Jow him his Guards. He hath never yet honoured us with his Pre- 
fence, and we fee how we have been treated by wicked Counfellors 
about him, how our Sovereignty is trampled under foot, our Trade 
oppofed, our Men ftarved, and our Colony by that means deferted. 
Certainly thefe Inftances are enough to juftifie our demands of ha- 
ving Laws for the fecuriry of our Liberty as good atleaft, if not bete 
ter than thofe of our Neighbours, fince our Kings have ever fince the 
Union been in the Hands of our Enemies, and chat there’slictle 
- probabilicy of its ever being otherwife. 

Tocome toa Conclufion our Trade is the thing that’s now ftruck 


r 


at, and tho’ we be a Soveraign free People, have Heads, Hearts, 


Hands, Commodities, Harbours, fome meafure of Shipping, and 
2ood Laws to encourage our carrying icon; yet our Neighbours 
will not allow us todo it,but break through all the Laws of God and 
Manto put a ftop to ir: Our King that fhould prore& us and go 
in and out before'us, is in the Hands our Enemies, that plainly 


tell him our Trade is inconfiftent with theirs, and that they expea& 


the pref€rence 5 and ina word, he is forced to a&t againff us: What 
fhali we do then? Becaufe our King is a Prifoner muft our Parlia- 


ment be fo too? Becaufe he cannot do what he would and what he | 


ought, muft not they do it neither ? Becaufe fome of our Country- 
men about him, and who have pefts under him concur with our 
Enemies to betray us, muft noc the Reprefentatives of oar Country 
redrefs us 2? Muft we who never alowed our Princes when at home 
and governed by our own Councils, to plead their Prerogative 
contrary to Law, fuffer our Princesnow, when govern’d by Fo- 


reign Councils, tof{wallow up our Laws and Conftication by pre- | 


tended Prerogative ? 


_ We fee thatno Kings can either by the Laws of God or Man © 


plead any Prerogative that’s inconfiftent with the good of the Peo- 


ple, and our Kings leaft-of any. Our Neighbours may boaft of | 


their Migna Charta, and other Priviledges granted them by their | 
We bave fomething more Glorious to boaft of, ond that is, | 
our 


Kings. 


t 
3 
4 
i 


-ourCountry. Ina word, inallthe Revolutions of Time and Go- 
-vernment, ‘it’s plain from our Hiftories, that our Kings always res 


that our Kings have no Prerogative but what they muft plead from 


| Hands. 


f adminiftration, as happened to Balio), Q. Mary, and others 5 and 
_ by that fame Authority they forfeiced the late King Fames. 


| bubled out of our Sovereigney and Trade by the idle Stories of Pa- 


| lead us 5 lec us cancel all our A@seftablifhing the Reformation 5 
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our Kings have no Prerogative bur what was granted them by us- 
| Our Anceftors who firft inhabited this Ifland, did not receive theic 
‘Lands from the Giftof a Conqueror or General, who afterwards 
made him(elf Prince, as happened to moft other Nations in Ex- 
rope, bucbeing poffefled of ‘aCountry, we fent for Fergus and made 
him King, and let his Eldeft Son Ferlegvs know to his coft, that 
we chofe aKing for our own good, to be our General, fight our — 
Battles, and not to to Luxuriate in Wealth and Pleafures; thac | 
Ambitious Youngfter was quickly made fenfible that we never in- 
‘tended our Crown fhould be Hereditary in fuch amanner asto be 
entailed upon the Heads of Fools and Madmen; in like fort when | | 
we were banifhed the iffand by the Britains, Pi@s and Romans, 
we fent from the Weftern Iflands where we kept Pofleffion, for _ 
Fergus Il. and made him King, and under his Condué& recovered | 


ceived their Crowns at our Hands, upon fuch Conditions as we | 
thoughe fic in the refpe@ive Jundures; from whence it follows 


A& of Parliament, and that whatever they cannot juftifie that 
way, isan Ufurpationof that Right which we ftill keep, in our 


Our Cafeis not like that of other Nations who obtained their. 
Priviledges from the Favour and Clemency of their Conquerors, 
without whofe Confent they could make no Laws; on the contrary 
we always referv’d the Sovereign Power in our felves, and hence it 
was that our Ancient Parliaments or Meetings of the States did fo 
frequently call our Kingsto their Bar, and met without their Con- | 
fent when the urgent Affairs of the Nation did require it. Hence 
it was that their Refolves had the foree of a Law, whether their 
Kings confented or not; and that they dethron’d them for Male- 


a 


Is itnot ftrangethen, that we flould now fuffer our felves to be_ 
raficical Courtiers, whotell us His Majefty 2 forced to Grimace to | 
Pleafe the Englifh? Will not ail the Werld cry fhame upon us, and 
Pofterity curfe us if we be hetored out of our Liberties by the — 
Bugbear of a Prerogative cryed up by a Mercenary Lawyerortwo, 
who betray all Caufes tharever they take in hand ? 
Such Gentlemen, we doubt nor, will prefently cry out Treafon, 
and plead that this Book ought co be burne as the Enquiry was in 
England; bucif whatis here faidbe not our ancient and true Con- 
{ticucion, let us burn our Hiftories and AG@s of Parliament that mif- 


let us condemn our Claim of Right to the flames, and abjure Par- . 
. Nate ig H 2 “ttamencs 
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Iiaments forever 3 Jet uscancelour Coronation Oathand to crown 
the work 5 let us ferd over to Sc. Germains and pray the late King. } 


toreturnagain, and Govern usby his Abfolute Power, unccntrola- 
ble Authority, and Proclamariouscafting. ard arnulling all our Laws5 


and to this lec us promife him Obedience without referve. see: | 


It ithe nor this, ic is fomething as bad the Fadion feem to be 
aming at, when they make Invafiors upon our Sovereignty and 
Commerce, give frivolous Anfwers to all cur Complaints, talfify : 
Promifes of Redrefs, murder our Subje&s abroad by {raudulent 
Proclamatious, delay the Meeting of our Parliament, though our 
bleeding Hcrour and Intereft require it; forbid Petitiening for a 
Redrefs of thofe things by Froclamation, and {eem racher to up- 
braid thanto anfwer us whenicis prefented; If to give Money, to 
keep up a Standing Army to proteét the Advifers of thofe Grievan- 
ces, and compleat our Slavery be of more confequence to the Nas 
gion than to have thofe Grievances redrefled, let us begin with that 
the Fadtion calls the Kings BufinefS , but if the Crys of an An. 
cient, and Gallant, though cpprefled Nation, that reach upto the 
Heavens be of any weight, let’s give the Redrels of thafe G.ie. 
vances the preference. | 

Oar Company for trading c6 Africa and the Indies, have by their 


‘Memorials and Addrefles, afferted our Rights as became true Patri- 


ots of their Country. — May-ic never be faid we are.fo much dege- 
nerated, that cur Parliament thal not as much outdo the Compa< 
py in this, as they are Superior to them in Incereft and Power, 
‘This Company ithe Creature of our States, (for the Faction will 
por fufler His M:jcfty to cwnic) therefore they are oblig’d in Ho- 
pour and Duty to fupporcic ; we hope then it will be no unreafonae 


ble Requeft rf che Nationdefire, thac the Money thac was fpeng 


ona Merccnary Army to enflave us be given for rhe Support of a 
Tradiog Compsnv to eniich us, end that our Law-givers woul 
Seta aah, pale ye Bs ay ale A Pee cans ‘§ 
Ikewile be pleas d to eenfider the Groans of cur poor oppref<d 
People throyghoucthe Kinedom, m ke Laws for encouraging cur 
gel REG) OF & : 4 PSN 3 ‘ ere 
Husband-men to plant and inclofe, to advance and incourage our 
Foreign and Fifhing Trade, and to prevent che levying of our Men 
< © 3 5 § Say ‘) 


_ for Englifh, or any foreign Service: Muft’we be perpetually cone 


demn‘d to breed up Men to be deflioy‘d in the defence of other 
Wations, after-we have been at the Expence of: their Maintenasce 
and Edrcacion? Muft we {tll be deprivd-of the fruits of their 
Labeur thar fhould rewa:d us, and of. their Off: pring which would, 
ilrengthen and cnrich us? What vaft Sums do we lofe every Year 
by the Mulricedes of our People, ‘that are fore’d to go abroad fog 
want of Imploymentrathome, and how mych our wane-of good 
Laws to incourage their Induftry,and fecure their Property difcous 
rages fuch of chem from returning agam, as acquire Effates and 


Subliauce al road, is obvious (com many Inftences; but from nore, 
ee: abe a ys Ue TR Ma et ed Perens 
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TF more than that late one of Sir Wiliam Brown, the great Dantfick 
/Merchanr, who, upon that account chufes rather to become a Pure 
chafer in England, than to return to his native Country. 


/ances here pointed at, are to be remedied no otherwife but by Par- 


| 


| forme of thofe Evil Counfellours, and have {queez’d the Purfes of 


“Members being liable to Tencations by Penfions or Places 5 yet there’, 
8 x 


Honour of. compleating our Deliverance from Tyranny, by the fame 
‘Parliament that had fo glorioufly commene’d it. Our Kingdom nes 
'ver had greater Provocation to. refent the Treatment of wicked 
-Courifellours than at prefent, nor could we €x >t a more favour- 
able opportunity for ir, The Houfe of Comin 


Thus we have fpoke our Mind freely, as we think ic incumbent : 
upon allirue Scor{-men In this prefent jun@uretodo, The Gtiev- 


liamenr, and tho irbe fcarcely confiftent with our Safety, that one 
Parliament fhould continue fo, long as this hath done, becaufe of » 


may perhaps be a Providence init, that God would referve the 


otein England have 
fetus anobie Example, paprd Ignominy and Conrgmpt upon 


others: we-have as good reafon as far as our Cafe requires it to 
take the fame Method. We havereafon to apprehend thar our | 
Grievances proceeds from fome of the fame Perfons. Ir’s welle- | 
nough known that thofe by whom we are chiefly govern’d have all 
their dependance upon them ; and fince we find them ro be fuch 
as are capable of Bribes, to give His Majefty fuch Advices as are 
inconfiftent with his Promifes to the Parliament of England, and 
by them declared capable of creating a Mifunderftanding and Jea- 
loufy betwixt him and that People. Why fhould we not think they 
are guilty of the fame things, in relation to us. If they be fuch 
as take Money to a& contrary to the Intereft of that potent Nati- 
on, what fhould hinder them from’ taking Bribes to ruin the Ho- 
nour and Trade of ours3 if they fhew {uch favour to Irifh Papifts 
againgt the Incereft of Great Britain, and, the Proteftatic Religion, 
Whiy may they not take Bribes from the Spaniards or French, nay 
from the Pope himfelf, co oppofe our Settlementin Ameriea, finee 
he dreads it fo much.» ‘At the fame time its known we have Ene- 
mics nearer home, and fuch as underftand the Art of Bribing too; 
They have declar‘d themfeives fo much in oppofition to our foreign: 
Trade, as demonftrates they would not grudg fome Money to have 
it torally obftru@ed. This makes it neceflary to enquire how our 
Treafury has been manig’d at home, which way our Forfeitures 
here have been difpos’d of, and whether we have any within our 
own Bowels, that have the Art of taking Money; or are poflef'd 
with Souls mean enough to become Deputy Penfioners to tho fe great | 
Sines: Ic were one good way totry it, to fee wha would oppole 
a Vote in Parliament, that fuch as fhall be found guilty of taking 
Bribes, Penfions, or Places to vote for a Standing Army, and a- 
gainft a Tax for maintaining our American Colony, be for ever 
1 Teta ap SG eae DS JN declar’d 
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d déclar‘dlanicapable of fi hg in Parliament, or of Heston, aty ‘pub 
lick Office in the “ . Tiss fo much the more neceflary,.” 
that ‘tis openly’ difcours’d'in Eagland, asif a great Sum of. Money. ‘ 
were to be diffos‘d of for thar et and. chat Precepts are drawn’ | 
to pay ic-accordinel onthe opening of our Parliameor. It‘sto * 
ie a that none ‘of oet 1 obiltry and Genrry,, who have been 
allan defending their Country, 
‘irs Incereft in this critical jun 
can‘e beaffur‘d to their Pofterity 3 where asthe 
shine and ignominy ite will render their Name and 


eds as execrable to the Searrif. Nation as are'thofe ‘of the 
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